
pr
in

te
d 

on
 r

ec
yc

le
d 

pa
pe

r~
pl

ea
se

 r
ec

yc
le

Nonprofit Organization

U.S. Postage Paid

Hailey, ID

Permit No. 48

7

4

3

2

W I N T E R / S P R I N G

2 0 0 4

A n  i n - d ep t h  l o o k  a t  g r o w t h  i n  t h e W o o d  R i v er  V a l l ey

CommunityDevelopments 
& Perspectives

o r gc i t i z e n s f o r s m a r t g r o w t h .

co-presi dents
Sally Donart

Doug Abromeit

vi ce presi dents
Bill Vanderbilt
Elise B. Lufkin

t reasurer
Gerry Morrison

secretar y
Ellen Glaccum

board of  di rector s
Jean Daily
Ali Long

Steven Wolper
Linn Kincannon

Jo Lowe
Char Roth

Erik Leidecker
Gretchen Wagner

Herb Thomas
Douglas Werth

execut i ve di rector
Christopher Simms

418 north river street
suite 22w
hailey, id  83333
208.788.8813 voice
208.788.8816 fax

JOIN US!
citizens for smart growth is a 501 (c)(3) non-profit corporation

all contributions are tax deducible

c i t i zen s f o r  sm ar t  gr o w t h

lot size

TDRs

BOARD SPOTLIGHT

PROJECT SUMMARY

Cyclist, skier, farmer, father Herb
Thomas, feels honored to live in
such a beautiful valley and support
sustainable growth

Current information reported
by Executive Director,
Christopher Simms, on the sta-
tus of the numerous projects in
which CSG has participated

TDRs - a system to preserve open

space and discourage sprawl

preserving a 
livable communityGUEST OPINION -COMPLIMENTARY MISSIONS

BY LINN KINCANNON OF THE IDAHO CONSERVATION LEAGUE

What motivated each of us to make the Wood River Valley our home:  The
beauty of the  National Forests and public lands that surround us?  The wonderful
recreation opportunities available on those lands?  The deer, elk, eagles, cougars, foxes
and songbirds that share their habitat with us?  The clean water flowing through every
valley and canyon?  The small town feel of the places we live?  The close-knit commu-
nity?  The open vistas and undeveloped lands up and down the valley?  For most of us,
all of these values were important in bringing us here and we are tremendously fortu-
nate to have so many positive aspects to our community.

I have lived in the Wood River Valley for 28 years, and obviously I've seen
many changes: some good and some not so good.  But I look at the valley through the
same kind eyes that see myself with 28 years of changes, and I don't focus on the bad
parts of either!  But as I've aged, I want to be careful that I don't get too much sun,
that I eat well and exercise - so the future can be as full as the present and the past.
And I want the same for my community - I want to protect what I value and pass it on
to our children.  So for the past 14 years, I have been working for the Idaho
Conservation League - Idaho's oldest and largest statewide conservation organization -
helping to protect Idaho's water, wildlands and wildlife.  In the Wood River Valley and
in the rest of Idaho, the Idaho Conservation League provides professional advocacy and
a voice for the public in the management of our National Forests, Bureau of Land
Management lands, clean water and clean air.

It became obvious, as development progressed in the Wood River Valley, that
another voice was needed for citizens who want to help guide its development. Most of
us have busy lives and lack the time to attend meetings, study the laws, write letters to
decision-makers, and call our friends to do the same.  We needed an organization to be
our voice and in 1997, Citizens for Smart Growth was born.

As with the Idaho Conservation League, the goals of Citizens for Smart Growth
have expanded over time to include opportunities to work with people who were often
opponents in the past.  The first paid staff person of Citizens
for Smart Growth was an attorney who attended county and
city planning meetings and provided information about legal
precedents and potential litigation to decision-makers to
make sure our carefully crafted county and city ordinances
were followed.  In the past few years, Smart Growth has also
grown to become a resource for developers who care about
this valley and want information on the best ways for devel-
opment to occur with the least impact on our quality of life
and our environment.

citizens for smart growth 

is dedicated to preserving

blaine county’s communities,

rural charm, air and water

quality, open space and

wildlife habitat.

GUEST OPINION

Linn Kincannon, Central
Idaho Director of the Idaho
Conservation League feels
Smart Growth and ICL share
complementary Missions
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job opening
community planner

page 6

Instead of growing out, in order
to preserve our Valley’s unique
qualities, we need to grow 
together



The ski season is winding down after a strong snow year.
Local developers and builders are moving outside after a win-
ter of planning and finish work.  The City of Hailey has
received no less than four annexation requests and one major
subdivision application.  Citizens for Smart Growth is
responding to these developments and tending to ongoing
business.  On to the old business first:

Dark Sky Ordinances: Thanks to the leadership of Planning
and Zoning Commissioner Nils Ribi, the City of Sun Valley
passed a Dark Sky Ordinance. Industrialization and careless
night lighting have obscured natural views of the heavens in
much of the western world.  A Dark Sky Ordinance is designed
to avoid nighttime light pollution, protect people from glare
and excessive lighting while maintaining safety and ground vis-
ibility.   The City of Bellevue has also seen the light and is con-
sidering a Dark Sky Ordinanceof its own.  Citizens for Smart
Growth has supported these efforts and provided resources to
the cities in furtherance of this goal.

Transportation: The Idaho Department of Transportation
has delayed the release of
the Highway 75 Draft
Environmental Impact
Statement (DEIS) until
late April or May.  Smart
Growth has insisted on
reviewing baseline
wildlife information
including roadway colli-
sion data.  The
Department issued a
document entitled
Wildlife Existing
Conditions Technical
Memorandum, reporting
wildlife "hotspots" iden-
tified through animal
collision sites. We hope that the authors of the DEIS will use
this information as part of a full analysis of an electronic ani-
mal collision avoidance system and/or an animal underpass
and overpass system.

Broadford Road Developments and Hailey
Annexations:  Applications for several new subdivisions have
been submitted for the area south of Hailey and north of
Bellevue along the Big Wood River and adjacent to Broadford
Road.  While these proposals vary in quality, density and prob-
ability of being built as proposed, they all have one thing in
common: development in the flood plain.  Citizens for Smart
Growth supports both Blaine County and the Hailey
Comprehensive Plans.  Both comprehensive plans discourage
development along watercourses especially in flood prone
areas.

The Colorado Gulch subdivision and annexation application
for the Justus Ranch property have met with uniform opposi-
tion from neighbors, Citizens for Smart Growth and Hailey
City Council.  The majority of the proposed lots are in the Big

Wood River flood plain in an area frequented by wildlife.
Sustainable development principals would support cluster
development on the bench above the portion of the property
subject to annual flooding.  The developers have proposed a
conservation easement greenway along the Big Wood River.
For this reason Citizens for Smart Growth is eager to encour-
age the owners to consider the most environmentally sensitive
development possible.

The Wally Young Subdivision proposed for a particularly flood
prone section of Broadford Road appears poised for approval.
Citizens for Smart Growth advocated a complete redrawing of
the development from a standard subdivision to a Planned
Unit Development (P.U.D.) with lots and homes to be built on
the highest and driest portion of the property.  The Planning
and Zoning Commission gave the proposal serious scrutiny,
eventually recommending elimination of a lot and shifting
building envelopes to reduce disturbance of the sensitive ripar-
ian areas.  A right of way for future development of a bike path
through the property was also recommended.

Stonecove Subdivision, proposed on the same parcel previous-
ly slated for the rejected Orchards P.U.D., has also been passed
by the County Planning and Zoning Commission to the Board
of Commissioners.  Citizens for Smart Growth opposed this
proposal on the grounds that the developers failed to supply a
Wildlife Impact Study or other information sufficient for  the
Commission to determine what effect the development may
have on the many animals that make the property their home.
This development proposal is a clear indication that the
County needs to revise the Subdivision and Planned Unit
Development Ordinances.

The Blaine County School District applied for annexation of a
south Woodside parcel for purposes of constructing an ele-
mentary school.  Citizens for Smart Growth supports the con-
cept of neighborhood schools for a variety of reasons relating
to transportation and community.  Although promoted as a
neighborhood school, this proposal fell short of that ideal in
that only a small minority of students would have been within
walking distance and no adequate plan was in place to make
the area pedestrian friendly.  Hailey wisely rejected this pro-
posal.

Bellevue Commercial Building Size Limitations: Wood
River Valley residents set themselves apart from their counter-
parts in the big cities for many reasons:  One of which has
always been our unique homegrown business environment.
Cities have begun to look the same whether they are located in
Georgia or Arizona, Maine or California.  Hailey addressed
this problem a few years ago by adopting a Standard Retail
Building Size Limitation Ordinance. Citizens for Smart
Growth has promoted a size-limiting ordinance that includes
additional design standards for the city of Bellevue.  We look
forward to passage of this ordinance and a continuing vibran-
cy within our commercial sector.

Community Housing: Pineridge, a Ketchum P.U.D. on 
continued on page 6

Name:_____________________________

Spouse Name:_______________________

Mailing Address:_____________________

City:__________State: ____ Zip:________

Physical Valley Address:_________________

City:____________

Subdivision:_________________________

Email address for Project Alerts:

__________________________________

My interests are:

£ Water quality/quantity
£ Open space
£ Transportation/Hwy75
£ Regional Planning
£ Broadford Road Planning
£ Community Housing
£ Warm Springs Golf Course
£ Transfer of Development Rights
£ Annexations
£ Informed Citizen Involvement Campaign
£ Other   ___________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

Comments:__________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

Name and address of friend you would like us
to send Smart Growth information to:

___________________________________

___________________________________

The population of the Wood
River Valley could triple in the
coming decades.  Subdivisions
have been created and homes built
on an ever-growing percentage of
agricultural land.  Open space on
the north valley floor is becoming a
very rare commodity, as is winter
wildlife habitat.  Traffic congestion
is becoming a fact of life.

Residents of unincorporated
Blaine County typically reside in a
home on a minimum lot size of
one acre, with many lots of five
acres or more.  Increasingly, the
Cities of Hailey, Bellevue and
Carey are courting larger lot subdi-
visions within municipal bound-
aries.  As land prices have
increased, people have moved fur-
ther away from their employment
and recreational destinations seek-
ing affordable housing.  In a word,
the Wood River Valley is faced
with sprawl.

There is an alternative to this
land use pattern.  We can preserve
the traits most of us revere about
this place: open space, agricultural
lands and wildlife habitat as well as
avoid traffic congestion.  However,
instead of growing out we must
grow more closely together.

In spite of Comprehensive
Plan recommendations, current
zoning and subdivision ordinances
do not encourage greater densities
in and around town centers.  The
recent wave of annexation requests
in Hailey provide an opportunity
to pursue this anti-sprawl objec-
tive.  Unfortunately, townsite-style
development has not been readily
accepted by neighbors nor local
politicians.

In an attempt to educate local
decision makers and the general
public about the wisdom of creat-
ing small lot developments close to
our towns, Citizens for Smart

Growth hosted a presentation by
William Kraeger.  Bill is a
renowned architect with Mithun
Design.  Mithun has embraced
resource-efficient and sustainable
design for over a decade.  Mithun
is a true leader in sustainable
design as noted by Environmental
Design Building News and the
American Institute of Architects
with three national Top Ten Green
Projects within the last five years.

Bill  presented his celebrated
production, "Honey I Shrunk the
Lots" to local audiences during the
last week of March.

“ honey i  shr unk t he lot s”

t el l  us about  your sel f!

dir ect or ’s r epor t
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charming house sits on .a 9,000 square foot
lot in hailey townsite.

Complete the form below, cut off from
newsletter and return to Citizens for Smart
Growth so we can update your personal
information!  Current interest and contact
information will help us to keep you better
informed about issues and decisions that
affect you!  So, please take a moment to
complete. Thanks!

Community Planner. Responsible for
evaluating development applications and

providing technical support and 
guidance for alternatives.  Degree or

experience in planning a must and mas-
ter or experience in related discipline

such as biology or landscape architecture
a strong factor in hiring.  Superior

computer skills required.  Salary DOE.  
Full job description at 

citizensforsmartgrowth.org.
Resume to info@citizensforsmartgrowth.org

or fax 788-8816 only

job opening at  smar t  growth

fold on dotted line &  return in envelope

photo courtesy Mountain Express
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Herb Thomas, his wife Julie, and
daughter Spencer have been full-time
residents of the Wood River Valley
since 1996.  Herb's three older chil-
dren, Michele, Connie, and Peter also
love the Wood River Valley and visit
several times a year.  Herb first visited
the Wood River Valley in 1952 as a
junior ski racer representing the State
of Washington in the Western States
American Legions.  In those days
Buddy Werner ruled the slopes, The
Alpine was the favorite watering hole,
and condominium complexes weren't
yet part of the local scene.

Growing up in the
productive agricultur-
al setting of his fami-
ly's orchards in the
apple capital of the
world, Wenatchee,
Washington, and rac-
ing on the local ski hill
Mission Ridge, pre-
pared Herb for the
competitive business
of fruit and vegetable
trading and gave him
a life-long love of out-
door recreation.

Herb visited the
Valley to ski several
times during his
youth before attend-
ing Middlebury
College in Vermont to
study business, play
football and ski for the Panthers.  The
Olympics were never far from his
thoughts throughout his college years
or after, during his stint in the Army's
Medical Service Corps.  "My compa-
ny's mission was essentially to train
for the Olympic try-outs in the
Biathlon."  He made the Olympic
team but unfortunately fell just short
of an opportunity to compete in the
1964 games in Innsbruck, Austria.

After working for the U.S.
Department of Agriculture for a
number of years, Herb returned to
Wenatchee where he eventually
bought the Oneonta Trading
Corporation, Custom Apple Packers,
and several orchards.  Over the years
Herb became one of the largest grow-
ers in the United States and Oneonta
and Custom Apple became domestic

and export leaders in the produce
world.

Herb became involved in Citizens for
Smart Growth in 2002 when Board
member and personal friend Gerry
Morrison introduced him to the idea
of sustainable growth and the mission
of Citizens for Smart Growth.  Herb
met other Board members and was
impressed with the quality of the
people all of whom were  motivated
to realize a grand mission.  Herb
agreed to join the Board because he
loves the Wood River Valley and is
interested in many of the same issues

in which
Citizens for
S m a r t
Growth is
involved.  The
Wood River
Valley had
changed since
the 1950s but
much of the
town's past
and character
had been pre-
served.  "In
the Sun Valley
area, unlike
many of the
other western
ski resorts, the
hillsides aren't
cluttered with
development.
I was sur-

prised when the Triumph Springs
proposal for a subdivision overlook-
ing the highway and Elkhorn Road
was even considered."  Herb shares
the organization's desire to safeguard
the Valley's quality of life.  As a Board
member, he feels he can play a more
active part in directing growth, pre-
serving the unique qualities, and
shaping the future of Blaine County.

Herb is also a Director of the USA
Cycling Development Foundation.
The Cycling Foundation's mission is
to support young cyclists in hope
they will become professional cyclists
one day.  Herb has traveled to France
to ride portions of the Tour de
France's stages and to celebrate the
last five Tour de France victories with
the members of the U.S. Postal
Service Pro Cycling Team.

boar d spot l ight  - her b t homas

Citizens for Smart Growth staff and
Board of Directors are expanding.
Recently added to the Board of
Directors were Jean Daily, Erik
Leidecker, Ali Long, Herb Thomas,
Gretchen Wagner, and Doug
Werth.  These new Directors add a
depth of experience and expertise to
the organization.

Christopher Simmshas accepted the
duties of Executive Director after
being with the organization for over
a year, first as our Outreach and
Development Director, and recently
as Interim Executive Director. 

Community Planner Ryan Smith

remains with the organization on a
part-time basis while he pursues his
Master's Degree.  Ryan regularly
lends his superior design skills and
biological expertise to various proj-
ects.  Ryan also maintains his duties
as web master.

Kris Olenick, who has been with us
since our incorporation, continues
to manage our day-to-day adminis-
trative needs.  As a twenty year val-
ley resident and the mother of a
three-year-old boy, Kris is highly
concerned with the recent trend
toward unsustainable development
in the Valley.  These concerns help
Kris to persevere through her rou-
tine tasks.

Calista Carter recently joined the
Smart Growth team as Interim
Director of Development.  Calista
has become an invaluable resource
not just to Citizens for Smart
Growth, but to the entire local non-
profit community.  Calista contin-
ues to work for other Valley non-
profit organizations like Sawtooth
Botanical Garden, Wood River
Land Trust and the Wood River
Jewish Community 

O r ganizat ional Updat e

dir ect or ’s r epor t  cont inued from page 2

o r gc i t i z e n s f o r s m a r t g r o w t h .

Herb Thomas , his wife Julie and daughter
Spencer

Warm Springs road received final approval by the City
Council early this winter.  The project will bring the total
number of deed-restricted units up 60% from 21 to 34 units.
Citizens for Smart Growth was very active in promoting this
project in a collaborative manner by facilitating communica-
tion between the developer and neighbors who opposed the
development.

The long debated County Community Housing Planned Unit
Development Ordinance is not progressing.  Following three
years of work and innumerable public hearings, the issue has
not been on a County agenda in many months.  Likewise, no 
progress has been made on the McHanville rezone. Planning
requires making difficult, sometimes unpopular, decisions
based on long-term goals. We encourage the County Planning
&  Zoning Department and Board of Commissioners to place
a higher priority on these matters.

Growth and Wildlife
Conflict: As develop-
ment in the Wood River
Valley encroaches on open
space, the number of con-
flicts between humans and
wildlife increases.  Wildlife
management specialists,
conservation officers, and
police officers respond to
numerous calls and com-
plaints about wildlife,
especially bears.  The prob-
lems stem primarily from
people who feed wildlife
directly, albeit uninten-
tionally, by leaving food in
accessible places, or by
leaving trash, birdfeeders,
barbeques, coolers, com-

post piles, and other tasty meals within self-serving distance.
In addition to public education, wildlife resistant rubbish con-
tainers can greatly reduce wildlife conflicts.

To address this problem, Citizens for Smart Growth seeks to

newsletter name change

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT & PERSPECTIVES

Last spring and fall you received our newly named newsletter Community Matters. Citizens for Smart Growth has been dis-
tributing a periodical reporting on development and private land use issues in the Wood River Valley for several years.  We thought
it was time to give the newsletter a name of its own.  Staff brainstormed, argued and settled on Community Matters believing we
had come up with an original, creative and, we thought, appropriate name to match our work.

While the name Community Matters is creative and does reflect our work, it apparently wasn't original.  Unknown to us,
local Realtor Mo O'Connell and her company Momentum Real Estate began using the name Community Matters in December
2002 to describe their charitable giving program.  We applaud Mo for her good works in the community and apologize for any
inconvenience or confusion we may have caused.

initiate the passage and oversee the implementation of city and
county ordinances requiring the use of bear-proof trash contain-
ers in affected areas of the Valley. In addition, we will educate
the public about the importance of reducing their impact on
wildlife populations by removing or reducing access to human-
related food sources.

Informed Citizen Involvement Campaign: Last year,
Citizens for Smart Growth, Environmental Resource Center and
Wood River Rideshare collaborated to create the Informed
Citizen Involvement Campaign.  The campaign is designed to
educate local residents on sustainable living issues and engage
them in community activities, both politically and socially.  The
campaign will utilize an interactive website and good old-fash-
ioned public forums.  In March the campaign presented a com-
munity discussion with William Kraeger an architect and
designer with Mithun Design of Seattle. The title of the program
was "Honey I shrunk the Lots."  It is a relevant and timely sub-
ject given the land use debates surrounding the proposed annex-
ations for the City of Hailey.  (See page 7 for more information)
Later this spring look for a new public perspective relating to the
Highway 75 improvement and associated Environmental Impact
Statement.  Ralph Trapani of Yeh and Associates, a Colorado
based highway consulting firm will be in the Valley educating us
on creating a highway that moves more people not just more
cars.  Trapani was the Colorado Department of Transportation
project manager during the planning process for the Roaring
Fork Valley (Aspen) transportation system.  Through their com-
prehensive parking and transportation plan, Aspen has kept the
vehicle numbers entering downtown at the 1993 level despite
enormous population growth in the Aspen area.  Citizens for
Smart Growth hopes the Wood River Valley can boast the same
success ten years from now.

black bear photo curtesy U.S. Fish &
Wildlife Service, (c) Mike Bender

Executive Director, Christopher Simms



Citizens for Smart Growth and Wood
River Land Trust have joined forces to
explore innovative ways to preserve open
space and discourage sprawl.  On January
29 the organizations held an open meet-
ing hoping to invigorate enthusiasm for a
Transfer of Development Rights
Ordinance in the Wood River Valley.  A
diverse public, from real estate developers
to public officials, was invited to attend.  

The goals for such an ordinance are to
avoid sprawl and traffic congestion, pro-
mote preservation of open space and
vibrant towns, mitigate potential flood
loss, and conserve wildlife habitat.  A
transfer of development right, often
referred to as a TDR, at its most basic is a
simple concept: A person owning land
that is deemed ecologically sensitive, but
currently zoned for development, may
sell the right to develop the land to anoth-
er person who then uses those develop-
ment rights to increase the density of
houses on another piece of property at a
more appropriate location (i.e. going
from 1/4 acre per unit to 1/6 acre per
unit).  The sensitive areas are called
"sending zones" and the areas slated for
potential higher density development are
called "receiving zones."

For example, a five-acre parcel of land
along the Big Wood River located on the
periphery of Hailey and zoned for one
acre residential lots could become eligible
to sell 5 "development rights" to a parcel
of land adjacent to the town core allowing
5 additional homes to be built on that
property.  Another concrete example
could involve saving a one story historic
building in the com-
mercial core. Instead of
tearing down one of
the few remaining
mining era buildings
the owner could sell
the right to build
another floor to a
neighboring lot allow-
ing a taller building on
that lot.  This hypo-
thetical situation could
potentially meet two
goals, historic preserva-
tion and affordable
housing in the town
core. 

A Transfer of
Development Rights
Ordinance must be vol-

untary.  Property owners would not be
required to participate.  A system creating
a market for development rights, and not
just development, gives property owners
and developers greater options.  Just as an
owner of fee simple title to agricultural
land can sell mineral rights to realize
additional value from the land without
altering its current use, an owner can sell
development rights and continue to use
the land for agricultural purposes.

Current zoning laws in Hailey, Bellevue
and Blaine County encourage sprawl and
fail to recognize the long-term negative
impacts of continued unchecked growth.
Nothing in the current zoning codes satis-
factorily encourages preservation of open
space and agricultural lands through pro-
motion of cluster housing or other alter-
natives. Blaine County and the cities of
Hailey and Bellevue have not adequately
resolved nor agreed on the areas of City
Impact as required by Idaho Statute.  This
failure to consider long term planning
across jurisdictional lines in Blaine
County is evidenced by several applica-
tions for inappropriate development in
sensitive areas including winter wildlife
habitat, migration corridors, and flood-
plains as well as loss of agricultural land.

The impact of sprawl is felt by the public
both in dollars spent and lost quality of
life.  We will all pay the price in loss of
clean air, water and wildlife, traffic con-
gestion and increased tax rates to pay
unnecessary infrastructure costs unless we
address these issues.

Many thanks to the generous
donors and volunteers who

have made in-kind donations:

M ar t y Fl annes,  At t y
TDR consulting

Car ol i ne Woodham
photo usage

Gaye Ri l ey
newsletter distribution

Gai l  N el son
press release

Your volunteerism and in-kind gifts allow
us to spend your dollars on local projects

that protect quality of life.

Citizens for Smart Growth
needs a few items:   

Community Planner
10 New Members
Plants 
Power Point Projector
Volunteers

Computer (P3 or )
Licensed Software

Please call our office at 788.8813 and
speak to Kris about donations.

Your contribution is tax deductible.

w i s h  l i s t
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t r ansfer  of development  r ight s annual smar t  growt h awar ds
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Twenty years from now, Blaine County
will be known as a place that saved

itself, and kept its style and charm, while
adapting gracefully and intelligently to

the changing times and needs 
of a mountain community and resort.

vision, mission & pr inciples

thanks to our donors &
volunteers

Citizens for Smart Growth is conditionally
supporting the proposal for annexation of the Old
Cutters Barn property by the City of Hailey.  The
property is uniquely situated within walking distance of
Hailey's commercial core and much closer to the center
of town than most parts of the Northridge Subdivision.
The development, designed to mimic old Hailey town-
site, as originally proposed included 135 lots varying in
size from ¼ acre to ½ acre, sidewalks, alleys and
detached garages, walking paths and a neighborhood
park.

Citizens for Smart Growth recognized the
impacts the proposed neighborhood would have on its
neighbors and the concerns they voiced.  We hosted a
town hall meeting to foster discussion between the
developers and concerned citizens.  That meeting result-
ed in concessions to the equestrian community and

eventually a revised proposal including fewer total lots, a concentration of smaller lots on
the parcel nearest town and more open space at the base of the mountains and further
from town.  Additionally, the developers have offered their surface water rights to the City
as well as property for a supplemental city water storage facility.

Citizens for Smart Growth encourages the City to approve this annexation and
continue to negotiate with the developers to reduce concerns relating to traffic, water and
wildlife.

old cutters annexation

Citizens for Smart Growth appreciates the many dedicated people com-
mitted to preserving the quality of l i fe in our Wood River community.
For this reason, we have established the Annual Smart Growth Awards
to recognize the hard work and effort of these people.  The Keystone
Award is intended to honor extraordinary work in the field of design,
development and building.  The Roundtable Award will be presented to
individuals who have displayed continued and historic efforts relating to
land use issues, promotion of sustainable development and smart
growth.  I f you know any person you think would be eligible for this
tribute, please contact our office at info@citizensforsmartgrowth.org or
(208) 788-8813 with his or her name, contact information and a brief
narrative by May 1, 2004, as to why you believe he or she merits this
award.  We look forward to your nominations!

Citizens for Smart Growth
envisions a livable county
that preserves its natural

resources and rural moun-
tain character

Citizens for Smart Growth
gives our communities a
voice in directing growth
and shaping the future by
increasing awareness of
the relationship between
land use planning, trans-
portation and quality of

life  

Whi le recognizing pres-
sures for growth,

Cit izens for Smart
Growth works to pre-
serve and strengthen
communit ies, encour-
age efficient uses of

land and natural
resources, reduce sprawl

and promote stable,
walkable neighborhoods

Silver Creek, Picabo is a sensitive area, which includes wetlands, important ripari-
an areas, and wildlife habitat for a diversity of species as well as a major recreation
corridor for river access, and wildlife viewing.

warm springs ranch poll

Citizens for Smart Growth is interested in what you think.
Take a moment to respond to our poll:
I would like to see the open space at Warm Springs Ranch

o   remain a golf course 

o   maintained as publicly accessible
open space

Email your opinion to info@citizensforsmartgrowth.org


