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LIVING WITH
WILDLIFE

HISTORIC
PRESERVATION

BOARD SPOTLIGHT

PROJECT SUMMARY

Gretchen Wagner, architect &
Erik Leidecker, back country
guide, bring unique talents and
dynamic energy to Smart
Growth’s Board of Directors

Current information reported
by Executive Director,
Christopher Simms, on the 
status of numerous 
water related projects 

Historic Preservation, an integral
part of community planning and
vitality

preserving a 
livable community

GUESTOPINION- WATER-WISELANDSCAPING
BY JAMESGILLESPIEOFNATIVELANDSCAPES

People in the West are defined by contradiction. We are surrounded by public
land, yet few of us know anything about the plants and animals that live there. Despite
200 years of continuous development and dramatic environmental change we still
believe resources are essentially limitless and our impact on the land around us relative-
ly benign. We know that water is scarce yet we are profligate in our use and surround
ourselves with lush landscapes originally designed for English Lords.  Every one of us
wants desperately to live in this magical land but we are reluctant to accept the realities
of what living here really means. 

We are connected to the life and land around us in a very tangible way. The
quality of our day-to-day life is directly tied to the environmental health of the sur-
rounding environment. Stewarding this precious gift does not require that we make
radical sacrifices, become environmental activists or adhere to a specific political or ide-
ological viewpoint. What is important is that we make an individual effort to under-
stand the realities of the landscape around us. Creating and caring for a water-wise
landscape is one way to engage in this type of practice. When we consciously design
and install a landscape that conserves water, utilizes native and other well adapted
plants in an intimate way in our own landscape, we establish direct ties to the natural
landscape and the wildlife and plant communities around us.

Water-wise landscapes can be beautiful and functional. Every environmental
niche from wetlands to dry lands is represented by scores of plants and can be repre-
sented in a landscape if sited in an appropriate place. We can have small lawns, places
for the kids, vegetable gardens and other traditional outdoor spaces. Once established, a
well designed water-wise landscapes requires less fertilization, pruning, or other care
and insects and disease problems are often controlled naturally. Wildlife, especially
birds recognize and utilize native plants
for food and shelter. In time a water-
wise landscape functions in much the
same way Nature does. 

When we create a water-wise
landscape we affirm our desire to
restore health and balance to our
human activity. It is like caring for our
children. We do it not because we have
to but because we want to. William
McDonough, a prominent architect of
sustainable buildings, described his
concept for the Gap headquarters in
California from the eyes of a bird flying overhead. 

continued on page 7

citizens for smart growth 

is dedicated to preserving

blaine county’s communities,

rural charm, air and water

quality, open space and

wildlife habitat.

GUEST OPINION

James Gillespie, co-owner of
Native Landscapes, declares
water-wise landscaping is
beautiful and functional
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Community Planner
joins Smart Growth

Team 
page 3

Hints on how to live amicably

and safely with our wild

neighbors

Citizens for Smart Growth
418 N. River Street, Ste. 22W

Hailey, ID 83333

James Gillespie, co-owner of Native Landscapes



Summer is upon us and irrigation season is in full
spray.  Despite being a long wet spring, Blaine County
remains in a drought.  In addition to addressing the many
development applications filed around the county,
Citizens for Smart Growth has been working hard on
issues related to water quality and quantity.  The follow-
ing outlines our efforts to stave off the looming water 
crisis:

BLAINE COUNTY CITIZENS DRINKING W ATER
PROTECTION COMMITTEE : Thanks to the tireless
efforts of Blaine County Commissioner Sarah Michael,
The Blaine County Drinking Water Protection Plan is tak-
ing shape.  Citizens for Smart Growth participated in

recent Citizens
Drinking Water
P r o t e c t i o n
Committee meet-
ings to discuss and
refine the plan.
The goal of 
The Drinking
Water Protection
Plan is to compile
information and
resources relative
to the protection of
drinking water
sources within the
County.  The Plan
will serve as the
basis for imple-
menting zoning
and subdivision

ordinance changes and for voluntary education programs
designed to protect drinking water.  Citizens for Smart
Growth plans to play a continuing role in both of these
important areas.

RIPARIAN SETBA CKS: Each of the jurisdictions in
Blaine County require varying building and construction
setbacks from streams and rivers.  Ketchum requires only
25 feet while Hailey requires 100 feet between buildings
and water.  These requirements are critical for mainte-
nance of the water table, flood control, wildlife habitat
and erosion prevention; as such, they are universally
accepted and supported by the scientific data.  Citizens
for Smart Growth has advocated expanding the required
setbacks for many years while many developers have con-
tinued to push to allow waterfront buildings.  Smart
Growth successfully defended Hailey's requirement  in
the face of a vigorous challenge.  We will continue to fight
to protect the set back ordinance and reinvigorate our
efforts to persuade the City of Ketchum to increase this
requirement.

STREAM ALTERATION PERMITS: Citizens for
Smart Growth is working to draw attention to problems
associated with stream alterations. Although some
changes may at first glance seem benign, we must look
carefully at the consequences.  Development sometimes
involves building in the flood plains; more frequently it
involves the addition of impervious surfaces such as roads,
driveways and parking areas.  Both possibilities change
the quantity and timing of runoff; they create erosion,
increasing sediment in streams, raising the water temper-
ature and adversely affecting fish habitat.

Careful planning is essential in protecting the water-
shed. Citizens for Smart Growth will continue to encour-
age close examination of individual Stream Alteration
Permits as well as the creation of a watershed-wide
management plan.

W ATER CONSERVATION : None of Blaine County's
government jurisdictions require comprehensive water
conservation in new or existing residential developments.
Citizens for Smart Growth has long encouraged water
conservation in all development applications.  We have,
with some success, counseled individual developers to
include water conservation provisions as part of new sub-
division CC&Rs.  The organization has now undertaken
the drafting of an advisory paper to include water conser-
vation as part of all new subdivisions.

In addition to our work on issues relating to water quan-
tity and quality we have continued our advocacy in the
City of Bellevue relating to commercial building size
regulation, parking and a dark sky ordinance.  Citizens
for Smart Growth continues to promote passage of an
ordinance regulating concentrated animal feeding opera-
tions (CAFOs) and monitor the City of Sun Valley's
Comprehensive Plan Update, the Sun Valley Company's
Master Plan negotiations and other development related
issues around the county.

Name:_____________________________

Spouse Name:_______________________

Mailing Address:_____________________

City:__________State: ____ Zip:________

Physical Valley Address:_________________

City:____________

Subdivision:_________________________

Email address for Project Alerts:

__________________________________

My interests are:

£ Water quality/quantity
£ Open space
£ Transportation/Hwy75
£ Regional Planning
£ Broadford Road Planning
£ Community Housing
£ Warm Springs Golf Course
£ Transfer of Development Rights
£ Annexations
£ Informed Citizen Involvement Campaign
£ Other   ___________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

Comments:__________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

Visit our website 
www.citizensforsmartgrowth.org 

to donate on line! 
I t’s fast, easy, and secure!

ic ic - cont ’d f rom page 4 

te l l  us about yoursel f !

d i rector ’s report
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Complete the form below, cut off from
newsletter and return to Citizens for Smart
Growth so we can update your personal
information!  Current interest and contact
information, especially email,will help us
to keep you better informed about issues
and decisions that affect you!  So, please
take a moment to complete. Thanks!

fold on dotted line & return in envelope

guest opinion -cont’d from page 1

CANDID ATES DEBATE CONT 'D:
management of County Government as well as the appointment of a
staff planner to focus solely on long-term planning.  Ms. Mix believes
the county commissioners themselves should focus on the details of
Blaine County business.

This organization hopes
the change in leadership
will offer new energy to
several long-term plan-
ning strategies, including a Transfer of Development Rights program
and revision of the Subdivision Code.  We applaud Commissioner
Mix's long and outstanding service to the citizens of Blaine County.
Citizens for Smart Growth looks forward to working with Mr. Bowman
as the newest member of the Blaine County Board of Commissioners.

W EBSITE: The long awaited Informed Citizen Involvement interac-
tive website will be unveiled soon!  The site will be like no other conser-
vation or advocacy website operating in Idaho.  The three sponsor
organizations - Wood River Rideshare, Environmental Resource Center,
and Citizens for Smart Growth, will focus on the interrelationship of
issues concerning solid waste, energy, excessive consumption, land use
planning, transportation, water and air pollution, wildlife and wild-
lands.  These subjects will be explored in the context of current local
issues.  In addition to hyperlinks to relevant local and national news
stories and resources, the user will be provided with prepared text and
immediate email access to local decision makers.  Stay tuned for an
opening day announcement!

Native Landscapes, located in the Wood
River Valley, designs, installs and main-
tains natural landscapes adapted to the
cold dry conditions of central Idaho.
Maintaining a philosophical commitment
to designing gardens that are neither
dependent upon chemicals nor consume
scarce water resources, Native Landscapes
brings to each project a vast knowledge
and years of experience.  Unique, elegant
and sustainable landscapes of enduring 
beauty are created with a wide variety of
native stone and other natural materials as
well as over 450 different annuals, peren-
nials, grasses, shrubs and trees.  Native
Landscapes can be contacted at 578-2200.

He said, and I am paraphrasing, that he hoped a bird would see little
difference as he flew over between the surrounding hills and the roof of
his building. We hope the same can one day be said of the landscapes of
our cities and towns.



36

Erik Leidecker and Gretchen Wagner
began their lives together on a spring night at
Dartmouth College in 1993.  Ten years later
they began their service to Citizens for Smart
Growth together in the fall of 2003.

Gretchen grew up in Evanston, Illinois
where she excelled
in math and
science and track
and field.  Erik
grew up in
Ketchum where
he excelled in
English and ski
racing.  In the Fall
of 1990, each left
home for
Dartmouth college
in New
Hampshire.

Eventually,
Gretchen settled on
architecture as her
academic focus,
while Erik made
plans of his own
back in Idaho.  In
June 1993, he
returned home for
a summer job with
Stanley-based
S a w t o o t h
Mountain Guides
that would later
evolve into his pres-
ent career.  In 2002
he purchased half
of Sawtooth
Mountain Guides
from its founder, Kirk Bachman.  Today the
two jointly manage this business that pro-
vides outfitting and guiding services includ-
ing rock climbing, mountaineering, back-
packing, and backcountry hut skiing in
Idaho's Sawtooth Mountains, the Lost River
Mountains, and the City of Rocks.

Gretchen spent her first summer in
Ketchum in 1994 and got to know the place
that Erik called home. Gretchen returned to
school in New Haven, Connecticut to
obtain her Masters Degree from the Yale
School of Architecture.  It was there that she
got her first taste of public service, working at
the Yale Urban Design Workshop and the
Professional School’s Neighborhood Clinic. 

Finally back in the Wood River Valley in
1998, Gretchen and Erik began putting
down roots.  They designed and built a
home in Hailey in the spring of 2000, and
married in the fall.  In August, 2002,
Gretchen and Erik’s daughter Sascha, was

born. Currently Gretchen is pregnant with
their second child due to arrive in mid-
September.

During this period Eric recognized the
changes occurring in the Wood River Valley.
Areas of open fields were now covered with

h o m e s .
V a l u a b l e
wildlife habitat
on the valley
floor was being
quickly eaten up
by sprawl; traffic
congestion was
becoming diffi-
cult.

In the
fall of 2003,
Smart Growth
board members
Bill Vanderbilt
and Doug
Abromeit asked
Erik to join the
Board.  Erik 
g r a c i o u s l y
accepted and
then, because he
knew that
Gretchen, with
her background
in planning and
architecture,
would be a valu-
able asset, asked,
"Do you accept
couples?"   And
Bill and Doug
said “sure!”

Both Erik and Gretchen say because
this is their first joint foray into the world
of philanthropy, non-profits, and commu-
nity service, they are experiencing some-
what of a learning curve, and, of course,
with busy careers and children there are
time management issues.  It's tough to
raise a family, run businesses, maintain
some semblance of a social life, and still
find time to give back to one's communi-
ty.  But when the community is as unique
and spectacular as the one in the Wood
River Valley and when its residents like
Gretchen and Erik  are committed to the
area, the effort is rewarding and worth-
while.  They are eager to help Citizens for
Smart Growth assist in preserving the
place that they love.  Smart Growth and
the community are very lucky to have
such a talented couple working for the
public interest! 

board spot l ight  -  gretchen wagner and er ik le idecker

Citizens for Smart Growth is pleased to
announce that Aaron Domini has joined
our staff.  Aaron, a National Wildlife
Federation Grant recipient and recent
graduate from the City and Regional
Planning Masters Program at Ohio State
University's School of Architecture, will
begin working as Smart Growth's commu-
nity planner in August.  His experience
over the past three years has included

employment with ACP, a Manhattan
based international community planning
firm whose goal is to create better places
through the integration of visioning and
physical planning.  Aaron collaborated on
a variety of projects with other planners
focused on visioning and public involve-
ment, strategic planning, comprehensive
planning and urban design plans.  

While living in Colorado and earning his
undergraduate degree in Sustainable
Design and Environmental Policy at Fort
Lewis College, Aaron participated in
numerous extracurricular activities includ-
ing: the Campus Ecology Club , volun-
teered on the San Juan National Forest
Management Plan CMA, and participated
in the Presidents Council on
Environmental Affairs.  Aaron is well
regarded in Durango for his service to the
community.

Aaron will join our community well
acquainted with Blaine County recreation-
al past-times.  During his time in the San
Juans’ he frequented the ski slopes and
high country.  He is an avid hiker and a
bike commuter and lover of eclectic music.

Aaron looks forward to returning to the
West and serving Blaine County's commu-
nities by supporting positive change and
guiding development projects.  Citizens for
Smart Growth looks forward to Aaron's
presence on the team and the expertise,
input and perspective he will provide.
Please join us in welcoming Aaron to our
community. 

Organizat ional  Update

wi ld l i fe-resistant rubbish containers

o r gc i t i z e n s f o r s m a rt g r o w t h .

Gretchen Wagner and Erik Leidecker with daughter Sascha.

As our community expands and tourism and
outdoor recreation increase throughout Blaine County
more conflicts between humans and wildlife, especially
bears, are occurring.  Several bears have been euthanized
in recent years after becoming habituated to human
food.  A consistent and enforceable policy on food and
solid waste management is necessary to minimize nega-
tive impacts on wildlife, as well as to protect the safety of
human
residents.
Citizens
for Smart
Growth is
promoting
the 
passage
and
imple-
mentation
of city and  
county
ordinances
requiring
the use of wildlife-resistanttrash containersin affectedareas
of the Wood River Valley.  Bear resistantreceptacleshave
already been integrated into many Western communi-
ties.

However, it may take several years to have a
complete wildlife resistant system in place.  There are a
few simple rules YOU can follow at home to help reduce
human/wildlife, and especially bear conflicts.  If a bear
finds a meal at your home, it is likely to return for more.
It is also likely to search for food at every house in the
neighborhood. The caring thing to do is to keep bears
from ever learning that houses can be a food source.

v  Minimize odors and the availability of food through-
out your yard and neighborhood.  Notify your neighbors
of any residential wildlife encounters so that they will
more vigorously protect against future problems.

v  Put garbage containers out on the day of pick up,
not the night before.  Store all garbage in bear-proof
garbage cans or in a sturdy locked shed or garage.  You
can also soak sponges or rags in ammonia and place
them on top of the inside of your cans.  Ammonia gives
off a very strong smell that bears do not like and it also
masks the smell that attracts the bears in the first place. 

v  Do not leave pet food outside.  Store all pet food in
wildlife-proof barrels or in a sturdy, locked shed.  Never 

store pet food or any food in a vehicle.  Be aware of pet
doors.

v  Keep barbeques clean and grease free.  Store with live-
stock, pet food, and other attractants inside a sturdy
building. 

v  Compost piles can attract bears.  Do not put meat,
fish and other pungent scraps in compost piles.  Add lime
to reduce odors and accelerate decomposition. 

v  Electric fences are an effective way to keep bears and
other animals out of orchards, gardens, compost piles, and
beehives.  Electric fencing is relatively inexpensive and
easy to install compared to dealing with the damage bears
can cause.  Follow appropriate safety precautions.

v  Take down all bird feeders before bears come out of
the den in early spring.  Clean up any seed or suet
residue.  It is better for the birds, as well as the bears, to
be on a natural diet throughout the summer.

v  Do not leave coolers outside, on porches or in vehi-
cles.  Bears can easily shred coolers to get to the food.

v  If a bear enters your yard, check for food sources such
as bird feeders or pet food and remove them.

v  Contact your local representatives.   Ask them to
implement "wildlife smart" bylaws or ordinances prohibit-
ing the provision of food to wildlife as a result of intent, 
neglect or irresponsible management of attractants.

Please do your part and join us in our effort to
make garbage, pet food and bird feeders unavailable to
wildlife and to keep wildlife wild.

Community Planner, Aaron Domini

Dumpster-diving black bears loose their natural fear of humans,
increasing the likelihood of a human/wildlife conflict

Feeding on trash is not only unhealthy for wildlife, it alters
behavioral patterns and decreases natural foraging abilities.



T RANSPOR TATION : On May
19th, the Informed Citizen Involvement
Campaign hosted a public forum on
transportation planning.  The featured
speaker, Ralph Trapani, is the former
Colorado Department of Transportation
project manager for the Aspen/Roaring
Fork Valley Transportation Plan.  The
Plan has been so successful that the
number of vehicles entering Aspen has
been held to 1994 levels during a period

of extraordinary growth.  The Aspen area
has been removed from the Clean Air
Act Non-Compliance List.

Mr. Trapani made
clear that additional lanes
alone will never relieve
traffic congestion. He
explained that reducing
highway overcrowding
requires a comprehensive
traffic management plan
including high occupan-
cy vehicles (HOV) lanes,
parking management and
mass transit.  Blaine
County's city and county
governments were
encouraged to recognize
a shared problem and
plan for the future
together.  We are
optimistic that all local
governments will recognize

their common interests and utilize Mr.
Trapani's expertise when the time comes
to submit comments on the pending
Draft Environmental Impact Statement
regarding Highway 75 improvements.

CANDID ATES D EBATE: Citizens
for Smart Growth hosted the first ever
televised Candidates’ debate in Blaine
County.  Incumbent Blaine County
Commissioner Mary Ann Mix and chal-
lenger Tom Bowman squared off on elec-
tion eve before an esteemed panel of com-
mentators and politicos.  We are proud to
have participated in such an important
informed citizen involvement event and
grateful to all those who made this pro-
gram possible.  We want to especially
thank the panel, Gene Dellago, Len
Harlig, Tracy Lots, and Dale Ewersen,
and the candidates Mary Ann Mix and
Tom Bowman.

Mr. Bowman, the winner of the
race, contended that the County needs
growth management and Code reform.
Ms. Mix ran on a platform of "why
change what’s not broken?"  The
electorate decided by a count of 1236 to
759, that business as usual needed to be
overhauled.

Major distinctions between the
candidates’ positions became evident as
the debate proceeded.  Mr. Bowman sup-
ports the appointment of a County
Administrator to handle day-to-day 

candidates debate continued on page 7

Many thanks to the generous
donors and volunteers who

have made in-kind donations:

El i z a b e t h  Yo u m a n s
Editing & proofing

M a rt i n  Fl a n n e s ,  E s q .
Consulting and public advocacy

R i ve r  Be n d  Br ew i n g
Beer for Fundraising Event

Your volunteerism and in-kind gifts
allow us to spend your dollars on

local projects that protect quality of
life.

Citizens for Smart Growth
needs a few items:   

10 New Members
Plants 
Power Point Projector
Volunteers

Computer (P3 or )
Licensed Software

Please call our office at 788.8813 and
speak to Kris about donations.

Your contribution is tax deductible.

w i s h  l i s t

4

informed ci t izen involvement campaign yak! helps smart  growth r each out

5o r gc i t i z e n s f o r s m a rt g r o w t h .

Twenty years from now, 
Blaine County will be known as a
place that saved itself, and kept its
style and charm, while adapting
gracefully and intelligently to the

changing times and needs 
of a mountain community and resort.

v is ion,mission &pr inciples

thanks to our donors &
volunteers

With the encouragement of Citizens for Smart Growth the City of
Ketchum is once again taking formal steps to preserve the physical remnants of its
storied history.  This spring, after more than a decade of inactivity, the City
Council reappointed a Historic Preservation Commission.  Citizens for Smart
Growth played a key role in identifying and nominating commissioners, and mak-
ing the appropriate presentations to persuade City Council to reconvene this inte-
gral government body.

The Historic Preservation Commission's duties will include completion of
an inventory of designated historic sites, advising on issues of historic concern, and
recommending ordinances that will encourage preservation of historic buildings.
The Preservation Commission was immediately put to work by City Council.

Before its first meeting, the Commission
had been delegated the task of considering
an appropriate site for the historic First
Congregational Church, (aka Louie’s) and
considering a zoning change that could
allow limited public tours of historic build-
ings as a conditional use in some zones of
the city.

Historic Preservation is an integral
part of community planning and vitality.
Historic structures provide a sense of place
and human scale that promote a pedestrian
friendly environment and sustainable cultur-

al tourism.  In fact, according to the National Trust for Historic Preservation,
towns and cities that actively protect their historic areas attract more visitors - and
those people stay longer and spend more.  In the face of these facts and blessed
with beautiful historic structures and fascinating cultural artifacts such as the
Hemingway House, we are confident that the City of Ketchum will allow
Conditional Use Permits for limited public tours of Historic sites throughout the
City.

historic preservation

Citizens for Smart Growth would
like to thank the youth volunteers
and their director, Angenie
McCleary, who helped Smart
Growth reach out to residents in
our community.  These volunteers
labeled, sealed and collated 3000
informative mailers.  It was a
daunting job, and we could not
have done it without their help!

THANKS, YAK!

Citizens for Smart Growth
envisions a livable county
that preserves its natural

resources and rural
mountain character

Citizens for Smart Growth
gives our communities a
voice in directing growth
and shaping the future by
increasing awareness of
the relationship between
land use planning, trans-
portation and quality of

life  

While recognizing 
pressures for growth,

Citizens for Smart
Growth works to pre-
serve and strengthen
communities, encour-
age efficient uses of

land and natural
resources, reduce sprawl

and promote stable,
walkable neighborhoods

Former Colorado Department of Transportation
project manager, Ralph Trapani

results of our warm springs ranch poll

100% of our members who responded to our poll said they
would like to see Warm Springs Ranch maintained as 

publicly accessible open space.

Ketchum Sun Valley Ski Heritage Museum and
Forest Service Park

Top row: Travis Risner, Jory, Kate Zuck, Angenie Mcleary
(Director), Hannah Ragsdale (AmeriCorps Volunteer). Bottom
row: Hailey Hodges (AmeriCorps Volunteer), Jessica Waszak &

Tony Reyes. Ellie France (not shown)

Candidates Tom Bowman and Mary Ann Mix face off during a debate held at
the Liberty Theatre in Hailey.  Photos curtesy Wood River Journal. 

Photos by Kristan Kennedy.


