
WARMSPRINGSGOLFCOURSE
& OPENSPACE

After nearly a year, the Seattle-based developer
Murray Franklyn reportedly withdrew its contract to
purchase the Warm Springs Golf Course property.
This gives Citizens for Smart Growth and commu-
nity leaders a short time to regroup and offer devel-
opment alternatives to the landowner.  See Warm
Springs Golf Course, page 3.

TRANSFEROFDEVELOPMENTRIGHTS
PROGRAM

Citizens for Smart Growth along with the Wood
River Land Trust and others sit on the committee that
drafted a proposed Transfer of Development Rights
(TDR) Ordinance.  The TDR program will be an
important tool for preserving the County's productive
agricultural lands and encouraging development in
higher density areas.  It also will give landowners a way
to protect their land without having to subdivide it. 

TRIUMPHSPRINGS
HILLSIDEDEVELOPMENT

Citizens for Smart Growth was instrumental in
defeating a proposed hillside development at the
Elkhorn Road entrance to Sun Valley.  The site is a
gateway to Sun Valley, a buffer between Sun Valley and
Ketchum, an area of high visual and scenic quality, and
important wildlife habitat and open space.  The land is
zoned Open Space/Recreation in the Sun Valley
Comprehensive Plan and was promised as open space
during annexation and development of Lane Ranch. In
November, the Sun Valley City Council denied the
proposal.  In January, Lane Ranch Partnership filed
suit in District Court for a taking of private property
rights.  Citizens for Smart Growth has filed to become
a party to the suit to ensure that the denial is upheld.  

WATERSUMMIT
In April, Citizens for Smart Growth co-sponsored a

meeting of the minds on water issues in the Wood
River Valley.  Water resource scientists joined planners,
hydrologists, and biologists to discuss plans to fund
research in Blaine County.  The group identified
several collaborative projects and action items.  See
Water Summit, page 3.

THEORCHARDSSUBDIVISION
After nearly a year of working to inform the public and
County government about the risks associated with the
proposed Orchards development, Citizens for Smart
Growth had another win as County Commissioners
wisely denied the development proposal.  Criticism
stems from the potential for groundwater contamina-
tion, increased traffic on Broadford Road, and loss of
wildlife habitat and open space. See Orchards, page 4.

TDRs will help protect agricultural lands that are threat-
ened by growth and development in the Wood River Valley.

RECENTSUCCESSES



PRESIDENT’S COLUMN
In the ongoing Highway 75 Transporta-

tion Study and in every other local survey,
the primary issue or concern in this commu-
nity is quality of life.  Protection of quality of
life is the underlying theme of our work.  To
paraphrase Board member, Butch Harper (see
Board member Spotlight, page 5), "ironically,
Citizens for Smart Growth is working to
preserve the very thing that developers are
selling, our quality of life."  As a community
and organization, we must focus on our
vision of the community in 10 or 20 years,
and ensure that local decision makers, under
constant pressure from developers, protect
our future. 

Recently, many of the tangential issues
we have been addressing are coming together
with a larger focus.  The County Commis-
sioners are seriously concerned with the
effects of development on water quality and
quantity.  This is an issue of public health
and water quality for the Big Wood River
and Silver Creek.  Both waterways are vital to
recreation and our tourist-based economy.
Another important issue culminated during
the fall and winter when migratory waterfowl
and elk at Golden Eagle Subdivision were
hazed from the property.  The hazing focused
the community on the impact subdivisions
and their designs have on wildlife.  As resi-
dents of a rural high desert community, are
we allowing developers to create a California-
styled oasis surrounded by Idaho sage covered
hillsides, to the detriment of the environ-
ment?

With so many important issues
competing for our limited staff time, Citizens
for Smart Growth is developing a Strategic
Plan.  The plan will ensure an organized and
formal strategy with a focus on our mission
and the future.  This Strategic Plan will
provide a backbone for the organization’s
growth.  To assure a healthy organization,
with many more members and adequate
funding, we must make time for the staff and
board to address these crucial issues.

As we engage in a Strategic Planning
process, we will continue the important work
of protecting quality of life in the Wood River
Valley.  We need your help if we are to
preserve the rural character and sense of
community we are blessed with in Blaine
County.

Steve Wolper
President

G U E S T C O L U M N

WHENWILDLIFEANDPEOPLEMEET
People choose the Wood River Valley as their home

for a variety of r easons.  Many of us liv e here because of
easy access to the wild backcountry that surr ounds the
valley, the opportunity to see world-class scenery every
day, and the knowledge that these lands are home to wild
animals that are vanishing fr om everyday life in other
places.   

But incr easingly, it seems that newcomers to the
valley do not share our love of wildlife and find them an
annoyance.  This was illustrated all too clearly last winter ,
when the Golden Eagle Subdivision harassed a wintering
elk herd away fr om their pr operty, which had been iden-
tified b y the County as critical deer and elk winter range.
Nor does the Golden Eagle ranch want to be bothered by
geese and ducks that are attracted to the ponds they so
thoughtlessly constructed.

Citiz ens for Smart Growth hopes to influence the
County Commissioners to enfor ce the ordinances they
have in place to protect wildlife in subdivision dev elop-
ment, and to hir e someone to visit subdivisions under
construction to make sure they comply.  This is a reason-
able step to reaffirm the long histor y of Blaine County
citizens recognizing the value that wildlife brings to our
quality of life.  I f you would like to help b y lending y our
suppor t at a County Commission meeting, please call our
office at 788-8813.

Linn Kincannon is Treasurer for Citizens for Smart Growth and
runs the Ketchum office of the Idaho Conservation League.



WARMSPRINGSGOLFCOURSE
from page 1

In 2001, the Coalition to Save Warm
Springs Golf Course approached Citizens
for Smart Growth to help save the golf
course and open space from development
and maintain opportunities for outdoor
recreation.  Our efforts have captured the
attention of civic leaders, political candi-
dates, and the potential developer.

Citizens for Smart Growth has created a
strategy whereby preservation of the golf
course would be funded by a City bond or
sales tax.  The golf course could be one of
several open space parcels that would be
preserved using this funding mechanism.  A
key participant in this strategy is the Trust
for Public Land (TPL), a national conserva-
tion organization, which is extremely
successful at raising money and organizing
campaigns to preserve open space.  

Citizens for Smart Growth, the Wood
River Land Trust, and the Coalition to Save
Warm Springs is meeting with City and

County officials to discuss techniques to
preserve the golf course and open space.
Additionally, we are assisting the Coalition in
developing educational and public relations
materials to use in a preservation campaign
and in developing a financial analysis of the
property and techniques to preserve it. 

With the reported collapse of the devel-
opment deal, Citizens for Smart Growth will
accelerate our work to connect the City of
Ketchum and the landowner with the Trust
for Public Land and the Wood River Land
Trust to ultimately preserve Warm Springs
Golf Course and Open Space.

WATERSUMMIT
from page 1

Citizens for Smart Growth collaborated
with the County and The Nature
Conservancy to sponsor and facilitate the
Water Summit.  The group of water profes-
sionals from across Idaho developed several
action items, including—

· A Water Summit in Spring 2003.  This
annual event will include government agen-
cies, the private sector, non-profit organiza-
tions, and the general public.  It will be an
educational conference as well as a meeting
of water professionals.

· The Wood River Users Guide.  This new
publication will be available at the Water
Summit.  The guide will discuss good prac-
tices that landowners and recreationalists can
use to protect water quality in the Wood
River.

· An assessment of existing local ordinances
relating to water, and recommended revisions
to protect water quality and quantity. 

Elk use the Warm Springs Golf Course and Open Space as
winter habitat.  Neighbors report elk near Warm Springs
Creek daily during the winter.



from page 1
At February and May public hearings,

Citizens for Smart Growth filled the County
Courthouse hearing room with opponents to
The Orchard Subdivision.  Attorney Doug
Werth and Executive Director Anjie Saunders
successfully appealed to the Commissioners
to deny the development because of risks to
the groundwater along with several other
problems.

GROUNDWATERCONTAMINATION
The 21 individual septic systems on lots

of about ½ acre had the potential to contam-
inate the shallow ground water in the area.
Recently, the County Commissioners heard
testimony from several sources that ques-
tioned the safety of septic systems and
presented alternative new technologies.
Historically, Blaine County and the South
County Health District have required that
septic systems be located on lots that are at
least 1 acre.  Citizens for Smart Growth ques-
tioned why the County and the Health
District would break with that longstanding
precedent.

INCREASEDTRAFFIC

A recent traffic study estimated that The
Orchards development would result in 200
additional vehicle trips per day.  Broadford
Road is the last rural road in the County and
provides access to the Big Wood River.  It is a
unique recreational resource used by the
community for walking, running, bicycling,
fishing, and wildlife viewing.  While it is in
need of resurfacing, its character should be
preserved.  

LOSSOFWILDLIFEHABITAT

The Orchards project site is located near
the Big Wood River riparian corridor, which
is important wildlife habitat.  Broadford
Road residents report sightings of moose,
crane, mountain lion, elk, deer, and a variety
of bird species.  Throughout the County,

development is displacing wildlife and
destroying open space.  

WEAKENINGTHESUBDIVISIONORDINANCE

The Subdivision Ordinance requires that
Planned Unit Developments provide "supe-
rior design and amenities” in exchange for
increased density.  This developer was
requesting increased density of 25-30%, but
without "superior design and amenities.”  We
are concerned that the County Planning &
Zoning is engaging in a pattern of interpreta-
tion and incremental weakening of the
Comprehensive Plan and Subdivision
Ordinance.  Citizens for Smart Growth recom-
mended that the County adhere strictly to
the Comprehensive Plan and Subdivision
Ordinance.  

For information on current applications
before the County or for agendas for the
Planning and Zoning Commission and
County Commissioner meetings, go to
www.co.blaine.id.us.

The Orchards development would have been located along Broadford Road,
a picturesque rural road used for running, walking, bicycling, and
fishing access to the Big Wood River.

O R C H A R D S D E V E L O P M E N T



In February, Citizens for Smart Growth
Board of Directors and staff embarked on
development of a 3-year
Strategic Plan.  We have
worked for several years
under our existing
mission and principles
to protect quality of life
in Blaine County.  The
Strategic Plan includes a
vision, mission, princi-
ples, goals, and projects.
It will ensure an orga-
nized and formal strategy with a focus on our
mission and the future.  The plan will

provide a backbone for the organization's
growth and ensure a healthy organization

with more members and
adequate funding.

We are continuing
efforts to formalize our
organization by expanding
our Board of Directors,
developing and imple-
menting a Strategic Plan,
Fundraising Plan, and
Public Relations and Media
Outreach Plan.  All these

efforts help us advocate for our membership.

Meet Our Board

“Twenty years from now, Blaine
County will be known as a place
that saved itself, that kept its

style and charm, while adapting
gracefully and intelligently to the

changing times and needs of a
mountain community and resort.”

—Board Member

B O A R D D E V E L O P S 3 - YE A R P L A N

"Developers keep pushing.  We keep opening the door farther and farther— making deals
to get community amenities that we might not be able to afford otherwise.
The caving-in of our underlying principles leads to a cascade of negative impacts."

Throughout his career, Butch Harper has been dedicated to protecting
the quality of life we all enjoy in this  community.  A founding member of
Citizens for Smart Growth, Butch has been involved in conservation his
entire life.  At 62, Butch spends his free time running, hiking, bird
hunting, and fishing.

Butch has long family ties to the Wood River Valley.  His great-grand-
mother arrived in 1890 and his grandmother was born here.  In 1957,
Butch came to Ketchum to work on the ski patrol.  In 1962, he moved
here full-time teaching History to 7th and 8th graders and working
summers for the Forest Service.  During that year he met Penny, a
Registered Nurse, who Butch likes to brag, he stole away from her
boyfriend.  Together, they have raised two sons and are now cloying grand-
parents.

During his 30-year Forest Service career on the Ketchum Ranger
District he received two national awards for the design and construction of
local backcountry trails.  As a Board Member and volunteer for the Blaine
County Recreation District, Butch guided the District in developing the
recreational amenities we appreciate today.

Butch Harper’s family has
resided in Blaine County
since the 1890s.

VISITUSON THEWEBAT: WWW.BCCSG.ORG



QUIGLEYCANYON
As the heat of summer approaches, more

and more people are out enjoying our public
lands and precious open space in Blaine
County and beyond.  Quigley Canyon is a
favorite  south-County recreational amenity.
Its development will require a major annexa-
tion to the City of Hailey, adding impacts to
city services and resources.

Citizens for Smart Growth recognizes
that Quigley Golf Course could be a signifi-
cant recreational amenity for our community.
However, we share the growing concerns
about the development’s impacts on natural
resources and the residents of the Wood
River Valley.  Whether Quigley Canyon
remains undeveloped or not, it is essential
that the future of Quigley Canyon be deter-
mined through a community-driven process.

Like all large development proposals, this
one comes with the opportunity to create an
outstanding neighborhood connected to the
larger community.  We envision preservation
of large tracts of open space, clustered devel-
opment, a walkable community with pedes-
trian pathways and connections to the bike
trail, a diverse set of homes including
community housing, all set on a backdrop of
a truly “green” golf course.  

Perhaps this is an Audubon course, but
certainly it integrates water conservation and
water reuse; integrated pest management;
minimal use of pesticides, herbicides, and
fertilizers; and improved habitat and fisheries.
Citizens for Smart Growth envisions winter
and summer recreational amenities that are
affordable to and accessible by local residents.
For details on golf course signature programs
visit www.audubonintl.org.

Both the annexation proposal and the
development application are expected to be
heard by the City of Hailey this summer.
You can request agendas for the City Council
and the Planning & Zoning Commision by
calling the City of Hailey at 788-4221.

HIGHWAY 75 ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACTSTATEMENT

As a member of the Environmental
Impact Statement Work Group and the
Wood River Regional Transportation
Committee, Citizens for Smart Growth
works to promote an efficient multi-modal
transportation system in Blaine County.  We
recognize the need for Highway 75 to be
expanded to a safer four-lane road.  However,
one of our most important goals is to ensure
that the new highway maintains the rural
character and scenic beauty of the Valley.

The Draft EIS is expected to be complete
by Spring 2003.  At that time the Federal
Highway Administration and Idaho
Department of Transportation will take
public comment on the document.  For more
information, call our office or log on to the
project web site www.sh-75.com.  

W I S H L I S T
Citizens for Smart Growth needs a few items & services.

· Paper cutter · Flat file photocopier

· Flip chart easel · Three-hole punch

· Fax machine · Light table

· Microwave · Small refrigerator

· Computer · Conference table & chairs

· Retailer to process credit card contributions

Please call our office (788.8813) and speak to Kris about
donations.  Your contribution is tax deductible.

VISITUS ON THEWEBAT: WWW.BCCSG.ORG



Doug Werth has served as Citizens for
Smart Growth’s attorney since 2000.  He
provides legal assistance on smart growth

issues and speaks
on these issues at
local land use
meetings.  

Doug prac-
tices with the firm
of Bieter Werth, &
Walker, which has
offices in Ketchum
and Boise.  He is
developing an
emphasis on land
use and real estate

disputes and transactions, along with general
civil and criminal representation.

From 1995 to 2000, Doug was the
Blaine County Prosecuting Attorney.
During that time, he developed a strong
interest in smart growth issues.  He
defended the County in its lawsuits
surrounding the role of the Comprehensive
Plan and preservation of the County's open
space and agricultural uses in the Bellevue-
Picabo-Stanton Crossing triangle.  He
supported the County in its stand against
the State Land Board, which has been
arguing that school trust lands are not
subject to local zoning regulations.  Doug
also worked to validate roads accessing
public lands, and helped rewrite the
County's Hillside Ordinance and
Subdivision Ordinance.

As an advocate for Citizens for Smart
Growth, Doug has assisted local govern-
ments with ordinance development.  He
serves on the County's ad-hoc committee to

develop a Transfer of Development Rights
Ordinance.  He also was instrumental in
keeping the public informed of the Triumph
Springs proposal to build hillside lots at the
Elkhorn Road access to Sun Valley, and the
legal reasons why that development would
have gutted Sun Valley's Comprehensive
Plan.  

Doug grew up in Boise, Idaho, after his
family moved here in the late 1960s.  As a
child he remembers watching salmon
struggle en masse up streams just outside of
Stanley, something that has not been seen
for a long time.  The salmon, the Sawtooths,
the rivers, and the high country desert are
Idaho to Doug, all of which contribute to
his strong interest in land use issues in
Blaine County.

Former County Prosecutor
Doug Werth works for Citizens
For Smart Growth as Staff
Attorney.

Meet Our Staff



Board of Directors
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Check Out
Our New Digs

Citiz ens for Smart Growth has
moved to a new office in the
Peak Professional Buildings in
Hailey.  Visit us at 418 North
River Street (River and Spruce),
Suite 22W.  Thank you to
Clarence Stilwill, the building
owner, for reducing the rent and
donating most of our office
furnitur e.  Citizen’s for Smart
Growth sincerely appreciates
your generous donation
Clarence.

WarmSpringsGolf Course

UpdateInside

Citizens for Smart Growth
Working to Preserve a Livable Community
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