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WARMSPRINGSGOLFCOURSE
& OPENSPACE

On August 5, Citizens for Smart Growth filled

the Ketchum City Council Chambers with resi-

dents who support preservation of Warm Springs

Golf Course and Open Space.  The City Council

meeting was a great success, as residents testified for

nearly an hour, asking the City to preserve Warm

Springs Golf Course and Open Space.

Continued on page 3

DEERVALLEYFARMSSUBDIVISION#2
Two of the most valuable roles that Citizens for

Smart Growth plays in our community are: (1)

being a community watchdog and reviewing pro-

posals for new developments that come before the

local governments; and (2) providing planning and

legal expertise to advocate for neighbors that may

be adversely impacted by a development.  Every

week, government officials make decisions about

local development applications and community

issues that affect our future.  Citizens for Smart

Growth reviews the agenda items, attends and com-

ments at pertinent meetings, and organizes interest-

ed citizens and neighbors. 
Continued on page 4

QUIGLEYCANYON

While valley-wide golfers are playing their last

rounds of the year, the Blaine County Recreational

District (BCRD) is busy finalizing an agreement

with the landowners of Quigley Canyon Ranch.

Citizens for Smart Growth has been following this

project through BCRD board meetings and public

hearings.  The proposed 18-hole championship

course and housing development would be annexed

by the City of Hailey and require significant addi-

tions to City infrastructure. This project includes

nearly 300 home sites and 212 acres of golf course turf

extending 2 miles out Quigley Canyon.  

Continued on page 5
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Ketchum resident Laura Blash enjoys a morning on the porch of her
recently purchased home, part of the River Glen community housing 

development. In a precedent setting decision, the County Commissioners
required community housing in Deer Valley Farms Subdivision #2.
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A WORDFROMTHEEXECUTIVEDIRECTOR

Here at the Smart Growth office,
the projects roll in at an amazingly
fast pace.  This summer and fall,
hot issues are affecting all our
communities, from Sun Valley to
Carey, including

The Sun Valley Art Center
Warm Springs Golf Course 
and Open Space in Ketchum 
Quigley Canyon in Hailey 
Groundwater contamination in 
Carey
Community Housing 
Highway 75 reconstruction 
This summer, just as we were settling into our new

office at River and Spruce in Hailey, we started work on
Quigley Canyon Golf Course and development pro-
posed by the Blaine County Recreation District
(BCRD.)   With some persuasion, the BCRD opened
their plans to public scrutiny.  Citizens for Smart
Growth responded by creating a work group of profes-
sionals from landscape architects to planners and biolo-
gists to evaluate the development proposal and present
alternatives.  As in all projects, our goals are to promote
informed public discussion and involvement and pres-
ent alternatives that preserve a livable community.

Midsummer, the effort to save Warm Springs Golf
Course and Open Space heated up. Citizens for Smart
Growth has been working with the Coalition to Preserve
Warm Springs Golf Course for about a year.  We have
consistently advocated a strategy that uses a public
financing mechanism (such as the local option tax) to
buy the property.  In August, we persuaded the
Ketchum City Council to engage the Trust for Public
Land to assess the conservation funding options for pre-
serving the golf course as well as other open space in
Ketchum.  The Trust for Public Lands is putting the
final touches on the Feasibility Study of Conservation
Funding Options, and will present it to the citizens and
officials of Ketchum this fall.

All summer we heard rumblings of contaminated
water in a small area of Carey.  In August, the
Department of Environmental Quality met briefly with
Carey citizens without presenting options for clean up
of the source or remediation of the water.  This lack of
action led several parties to call us for assistance.  We
hope to find an alternative drinking water source for

those affected, and a long-term clean-up solution to
ensure all Blaine County residents have clean water.  

Far north of Carey, the talk was about the potential
loss of open space on the City of Sun Valley's five-acre
parcel along Sun Valley Road.  Since Sun Valley
announced its intent to pursue the arts center, Citizens
for Smart Growth has been tracking progress, attending,
public hearings, and developing a strategy to preserve
the open space that separates Ketchum from Sun Valley.
After several heated public meetings, the City wisely
decided to take a few steps back and assess the need for
a cultural facility in the area.  Citizens for Smart
Growth supports the efforts to bring the arts to the resi-
dents of Wood River Valley.  Like most proposals, the
trade-offs must be weighed.  The arts do not have to
come at the expense of open space, transportation con-
gestion, and sprawl.  We look forward to reviewing the
results of the cultural facility assessment and continuing
to participate in the public discussion.

Connecting all these issues and others are communi-
ty housing and transportation.  On the subject of com-
munity housing, we worked closely with outgoing
Community Housing Director Gates Kellett to develop
design guidelines for affordable housing that protect
open space and viewsheds and preserve the County's
rural character.  In addition to ordinances that promote
free-market construction of community housing, we
advocate for an affordable housing requirement in all
developments.

On transportation issues, we continue to work as an
active member of the Highway 75 Workgroup, advising
on the environmental impact statement (EIS).  Our
work has focused on providing a safe, efficient trans-
portation system that includes transit.  In concert with
the Citizens Transportation Coalition, we developed an
EIS alternative that includes 4 lanes, high occupancy
vehicle lanes for the bus and carpools during rush hour,
and a center turn lane as needed.

As you will see from the fall newsletter, we have
been busy and have had many successes.  I hope you
will support our work by making a donation or volun-
teering your time.  We simply cannot do the important
work of preserving quality of life in the Wood River
Valley without your help.

Sincerely,

Anjie Saunders
Executive Director 
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WHYWEDONATETOCITIZENSFORSMARTGROWTH

We are pleased to support Citizens for Smart
Growth and eager to spread the word. It is our expe-
rience that virtually everyone who lives or vacations
in the Sun Valley area shares the same affection for
the place. It is an extraordinary community which
attracts people who really care about preserving its
natural beauty and resources, its clean air and water,
and its exceptional recreational and cultural opportu-
nities. We haven't met anyone who isn't concerned
that there might someday be ugly development proj-
ects in the middle of pristine open spaces or who
doesn't long for coherent solutions to traffic and
parking problems. Most can tell stories of other
resorts that have been ruined by haphazard growth
and development undertaken without sensitivity to
the primary feature of the community that attracted
people in the first place: a special quality of life.

In short, that's why we are very glad that Citizens
for Smart Growth has evolved into a professionally
managed and effective organization dedicated to
"increasing awareness of the relationship between
land use planning, transportation, and quality of
life." We are impressed by the way in which Smart
Growth serves as a watchdog for our community,
keeping us informed about potential development
projects (and what we can do to mitigate potentially
negative impacts). We value its tireless and well-
informed advocacy for the judicious protection of
scenic vistas, water resources, and wildlife habitats.
We share Smart Growth's vision for this area and
enthusiastically support its strategies, especially those
which encourage widespread public involvement in
shaping the future of our community. Most of all, we
appreciate the leadership, the contacts and resources,
as well as the attentive stewardship, that Citizens for
Smart Growth provides on behalf of all the people
who love this valley.

Keep up the good work!

Patti McClung &
Allen Morgan

P.S.  Please join 
us in supporting
Citizens for Smart
Growth.

MEETOURSTAFF
Ryan Smith joins the

staff of Citizens for Smart
Growth most recently from
Jackson Hole, Wyoming
where he has been living
and working the last year.
He grew up in Oregon and
first came to the Wood
River Valley on a family ski
vacation.  Ryan spent this
past summer as an intern for
Citizens for Smart Growth. 

Ryan is a graduate of The Colorado Collegewith a
Bachelor of Arts in Biology with an emphasis in medicine,
ecology and ornithology.  He has always been interested in
conservation and restoration of watersheds and the recovery
of salmon and other anadromous fish.

In 1998, Ryan traveled to New Zealand to participate in
field studies that examined the influence of human impact
on the environment. He tracked the behavior and numbers
of the Blue Duck, which lives in pristine, fast flowing catch-
ments.  As a Community Planner for Citizens for Smart
Growth, Ryan puts into action his passion for preservation of
our natural resources and knowledge of our environmental
condition by examining the broad based ecological impacts
of human involvement on our ecosystems and offering sus-
tainable alternatives to development projects.

Ryan has applied his experience as a graphic designer and
editor to re-design our web page and newsletter.  Thank you
Ryan! (Visit citizensforsmartgrowth.org to view Ryan's talent
first hand.)

In the next few years, Ryan intends to continue his edu-
cation in environmental conservation and natural resource
planning.  He is interested in both environmental law and
sustainable landscape architecture.

Ryan spends his free time fly fishing, skiing, and photo-
graphing landscapes and sports. He also guides fly fishing
trips part time for a local outfitter.
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WARMSPRINGSGOLFCOURSE& OPENSPACE
Continued from page 1

The City Council and Mayor committed to take action on
both items recommended by Citizens for Smart Growth, includ-
ing:
1.   Commit to moving forward with investigations into using the
Local Option Tax or another financing mechanism for park and
open space land acquisition, including Warm Springs Golf Course
and Open Space.  
2.   Issue a written invitation to the Trust for Public Land (a
national organization dedicated to preserving parks and open
space) to come to Ketchum and discuss helping the City assess the
opportunity for preserving Warm Springs Golf Course and Open
Space.  

Citizens for Smart Growth has been working closely for the
last year with the Coalition to Save Warm Springs Golf Course.
We have advocated a strategy that uses a public financing mecha-

nism to acquire the property on a vol-
untary basis with a willing seller.
During the last two months, Citizens
for Smart Growth has had several
meetings with the Ketchum City
Council Members and Mayor.  Our
discussions have included multiple
strategies to save Warm Springs Golf
Course, and all these government offi-
cials have expressed general support.   

The Trust for Public Land is com-
pleting a comprehensive Feasibility
Study of Conservation Funding
Options for the City of Ketchum.  The
Trust for Public Land has the experi-
ence and expertise to help the City
assess their financing options and help
structure a successful project.

Citizens for Smart Growth recog-
nizes that opportunities to preserve
parks and open space in Ketchum are
becoming rare.  We will continue to
urge action and provide the planning,
legal, fundraising, and public relations
expertise needed to assist the citizens of
Ketchum in preserving open space and
recreational amenities.
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GUESTCOLUMN- THEFUTUREOFTRANSIT?
How Advertising
Changed Travel

I am often told,
"You're never going
to get people out of
their cars."  Why?
Not because cars are
the most convenient
mode available   
just look at our con-
gestion and parking
problems.  Rather, it
is because, in the
United States and
especially in the
west, we live in a car
culture where car
ownership and 

driving is king.
The change in demand from public transportation to

the automobile was created by the auto industry and gov-
ernment policies that subsidize and re-enforce automobile
use.  Over the last 50 years, savvy advertisers have equated
cars with class, status and freedom.  In 1998, US automo-
bile advertising topped $14 billion.  Though car compa-
nies say they simply meet consumer demands, billions of
dollars in advertising (and taxpayer supported highway
subsidies) nurture, create and expand demand.  

For transit to sell, it has to compete with billion-dollar
car advertising.  Dr. Peter Everett, a Marketing professor at
Pennsylvania State University, explains that automobile
manufacturers excel at positioning their products in the
customer's mind.  For example, 'Volvos are well made,
safe, and expensive - a car for the educated, academic
type'; while 'Chevrolets are positioned as family cars of
good value that are not expensive.'

Historically, transportation has emulated status.  The
first horse owners were the upper
class.  Later, the elite could afford
to travel in stagecoaches and pas-
senger trains.  Even the first
streetcar lines were occupied by
wealthy passengers traveling to

and from upscale suburbs.  
Using deliberate marketing strategies, car companies

reinforced the lure of the car and public transit lost its

market position with the elite.  Subsequently, the public
sector began operating transit for the "transportation dis-
advantaged" (e.g. seniors, youth, disabled, the poor).  By
the 1960s transit had lost its market position and ridership
continued to decline.  

Transit agencies responded by improving service in an
attempt to increase ridership, but transit's market position
has not improved.  Today transit is viewed as an environ-
mentally conscious choice for the community-minded pro-
fessional or a slow alternative for those who don't own or
can't drive a car.  Even in the face of pollution, congestion,
and longer travel times, commuters
in luxury cars are not likely to
endure the social stigma and loss of
status associated with using public
transit. 

Dr. Everett contends that transit
needs to be repositioned in the mar-
ket to compete with the car.  He suggests a radically
upgraded service with attendants, newspapers and refresh-
ments, a reservation system, and physically impressive
vehicles.  All this would come at a higher price to the con-
sumer and resemble the service offered by the airlines and
Amtrak.  Given that transit's competition is the auto
industry, where status and elitism are used to sell cars,
transit will have to be repositioned to meet different mar-
ket needs and desires - like a regular and a first-class serv-
ice.

Could we be on to something?  Could a first-class
service help pay for regular service?  Could Blaine County
be a leader in reconceptualizing public transit?  In the
Wood River Valley, the door already may be open to
increasing demand for transit.  The Peak Bus is a passenger
coach with amenities like TVs, VCR, stereo, reclining
seats, reading lights, air vents and lavatories.  While it is
difficult finding funds to run a bare bones service, perhaps
first-class service would be an easier sell.  Is this the future
of transit?

Since the launch of the Peak Bus in June, we have
carried about 7,000 passengers.  This is just the first step
in the development of a regional transit system here in the
Wood River Valley.  In the near-term, we need the support
of the public as well as the commitment and leadership of
local governments from all the cities and the county to
ensure that the Peak Bus is around for the long haul.

Traffic clogs Main Street in Ketchum during
a morning commute. courtesy of Mountain Express
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Golfers enjoy a day out Warm Springs Golf Course. Development
pressure is a constant threat on this beautiful piece of open space.

7 8 8 - R I D E
Beth Callister, Executive Director

Wood River Ride Share

Our guest column is an opportunity for those interested in community
planning to share their ideas.



QUIGLEYCANYON
Continued from page 1

Blaine County Rec District is discussing the possibility
of a city bond to help finance the golf course.  During the
fall, the BCRD will be submitting their proposal to the
City for annexation and review.  

Citizens for Smart Growth has developed a workgroup
designed to develop an alternative to the proposed golf
course development.  Our group consists of wildlife biolo-
gists, a transportation planner, landscape architects, com-
munity planners, a golf course architect, and experts in
related disciplines.  Essential issues to successful land use
out Quigley Canyon include:

Efficient and proper water use through: a water reuse sys-
tem, less managed golf course turf, in-stream water rights, 
a minimal number of ponds and monitoring system to 
maintain water quality.
Golf Course Maintenance:  incorporate an Integrated Pest 
Management & Noxious Weed Control Program.
Create open space parcels throughout the property to pro
tect winter wildlife range, create new habitat for fish, 
small mammals and birds through a protected stream and 
floodplain.
Provide access to existing and new trails out Quigley 
Canyon.
Cluster homes on a mix of lot sizes and provide common 
space between neighborhoods. 
Golf Course Design:  Reduce acreage of managed turf, 
naturalize landscape surrounding course, and minimize 
visual impacts.
Transportation: allow flexibility in road design 
and amenities to accommodate valley-wide 
PeakBus service, create a second entrance to the 
canyon to alleviate traffic during peak play season 
and provide alternative routes to communities out 
the canyon.

Your involvement on this project will prove to
be our greatest asset toward successful planning.
Public hearings on this development should begin
when the BCRD submits their proposal to the City
and continue through Hailey Planning & Zoning.
If you are interested in receiving updates and get-
ting involved on this project or any others discussed
in this newsletter, please give us a call at 788.8813. 

BECOME A MEMBER www.c i t i zens forsmartg rowth .org VISIT US ONLINE www.c i t i zens forsmartg rowth .org

DEERVALLEYFARMSSUBDIVISION#2
Citizens for Smart Growth,Community Advocate
Offers Improvement to Deer Valley Farms Proposal

Continued from page 1
Since May, Citizens for Smart Growth has been track-

ing the Deer Valley Farms application, at the northwest
corner of Highway 75 and Deer Creek Road, and present-
ing smart growth alternatives.  The development applica-
tion proposes 11 homes on 16 acres.  The original applica-
tion included few community amenities.  In the original
application, the developer proposed:

No recreational amenities, except a short horse trail 
along the highway
No open space
No place for its residents to walk
Septic systems that could contaminate the shallow 
groundwater
The potential to waste water
Transportation facilities that would negatively impact 

the adjacent Little Acres Neighborhood
Destruction of mature stands of trees and associated 
habitat and wildlife connections
At public hearings and privately with the developer's

consultant, Citizens for Smart Growth advocated for
development alternatives that will increase community
amenities and create a more livable neighborhood.   By
advocating for parks, trails, open space, habitat preserva-
tion, community housing, water conservation, and clean
surface and groundwater through each step of the process,
we have been able to improve the proposed design for the
development significantly. 

A major concern of the Little Acres
neighborhood, which adjoins the pro-
posed development, was the impact of
traffic from the new development.
Citizens for Smart Growth presented alternatives to a
through-road that would protect the Little Acres neighbor-
hood, while still connecting the neighborhoods.  In the
final proposal, the developer incorporated our recommen-
dations to create a non-vehicular, pedestrian link between
the two neighborhoods with emergency services access.

At each step in the process, Citizens for Smart Growth
advocated for the amenities that maintain quality of life in
the Wood River Valley.  In this application, the County

Planning and Zoning Commission agreed with us and
required the developer to include recreational facilities and
places for residents to walk in the neighborhood.  At a
subsequent public hearing, the County Commissioners
concurred with our recommendations and asked the devel-
oper to provide:

The addition of a community housing unit in the 
development: a smaller residence that a teacher 
or firefighter in the Wood River Valley could 
afford
An analysis of alternatives to septic systems that would 
protect groundwater quality
Alternatives to both the proposed open pond for fire 
protection and a through-road that would negatively 
impact the Little Acres neighborhood

We will continue to track applications like this and
support the work of the planning and zoning commis-
sions, city councils, and county commissioners to protect
quality of life in Blaine County, encourage public involve-
ment, and promote a livable community.

MANYTHANKSTOTHEGENEROUSDONORSWHOHELPEDUSFURNISHOUROFFICE:

The Building Material Thrift Store - Filing

Cabinets

Tom Bowman and Patti Lousen - Refrigerator

Gerry Morrison - Epson Scanner

Steven Wolper - H P Printer/Fax/Copier

Luboviski, Wygle & Fallowfield, PA - Computer
Your donation of office supplies allows us to spend your dollars on local projects

that protect qulaity of life.

The upper section of Quigley Creek meanders through native grasses, willows and
beaver ponds. The Blaine County Rec District is proposing an additional 9-hole 

executive golf course damaging this beautiful natural setting.Citizens for Smart Growth helped bring community amenities to a
development proposed at Deer Creek Road & Highway 75.
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WI S HLI S T
Citizens for Smart Growth needs a few items & services: 

Light Table & Loop Dictionary & Thesaurus

Paper Cutter 10 New Members

Computer Licensed Software
Bookshelf Photoshop

Conference Table
Dreamweaver
Acrobat Distiller

Please call our office at 788.8813 and speak to Kris
about donations.  Your contribution is tax deductible.


