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BOARDSPOTLITE

2004 YEARINREVIEW

Morgan Brown, engineer, green
developer, entrepreneur & family
man shares his love of the Wood
River Valley & story of joining
Smart Growth's Board of Directors

Executive Director reflects on
2004’s accomplishments and
shares with our membership
our challenges, lessons learned
and fiscal realities

SHOW ME THE $$$!

preserving a 
livable communityFO C U S-  Nest

LEADING BY EXAMPLE
LO C A LBU I L D E RJ A N E TBA RTO N’S BU N G A L OW S

PH OTO SCU RT E S YKI R S T E NSC H U L T Z

Smart growth philosophy calls for building neighbor-
hoods, not just homes.  Smart growth principles draw
on traditional land-use patterns, where neighborhoods
are platted on small lots within walking distance of
town centers and community amenities.  Smart growth
philosophy also promotes social interaction within a
community, and conservation of open space and envi-
ronmental resources while creating local identity, pride
and community ownership.  Local builder Janet
Barton and her partners at NEST aren't just talking
about these smart growth principles, they're building
livable and sustainable housing and communities.

First, through homes, and now with an entire neigh-
borhood, the partners at NEST are realizing the smart
growth philosophy in the Wood River Valley.  All of
NEST's projects have been created with relatively
small lots and reduced building footprints providing
for more green space.  The homes have also been
among the most affordable market rate housing in the
Valley.  NEST's houses and neighborhoods incorporate
traditional neighborhood design including front
porches and detached or alley-loaded garages.  This
design and arrangement directly promotes community
building by removing the automobile as the dominant

feature of the house and reducing lot size.  As a result the utility of the front porch is
enhanced thereby promoting social interaction.

NEST's projects are also great examples of infill development called for by all of Blaine
County's municipal comprehensive plans.  The current project on the north end of Bellevue is
only one block from Main Street, and several blocks from the school and library.  NEST is
following a growing movement in this country to return to the traditional neighborhood
design.

Other examples of infill development and traditional neighborhood design are demonstrated
in Ketchum's General Residential - Low Density District (GRL).  The intent of the GRL
District is to permit a reasonable amount of flexibility in both land-use and development inresiden-
tial areas.  The GRL District is zoned for a single-family dwelling or two single-family dwellings on 

continued on page 7

citizens for smart growth 

is dedicated to preserving blaine

county’s communities, rural

charm, air and water quality,

open space and wildlife habitat.

BARTON’SBUNGALOWS

The bungalow, once the sym-
bol of retreat to the country-
side became the architecture
of the city and its suburbs
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You’re Invited!
Smart Growth’s first
member reception

page 7

Planning challenges spanning

jurisdictional boundaries can be

best addressed by a regional

council of governments

Citizens for Smart Growth
418 N. River Street, Ste. 22W

Hailey, ID 83333

Nest houses incorporate traditional neighbor-
hood design including front porches and

detached garages.



Yes, ____ will attend Smart Growth’s first
member appreciation reception!

Names:_____________________________

Mailing Address:_____________________

City:__________State: ____ Zip:________

__________________________________
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We, the staff and Board of Citizens for
Smart Growth would like to thank you,
our members,for being an integral part of
our efforts and successes.Your continued,
thoughtful support is so
important to making a real,
positive impact in the preser-
vation of our Valley's quality
of life and natural resources.
To show our appreciation,
we'd like to invite you to the
first ever Smart Growth
annual celebration on
December 1,2004 at the Ski Heritage
Museum in Ketchum, from 6:30 pm to
8:30 pm. The Smart Growth Award
winners will be announced.Citizens for
Smart Growth will specially recognize two
of the people committed to preserving the
quality of life in our Wood River commu-
nity. The Keystone Award is intended to
honor extraordinary work in the field of
design,development and building. The
Roundtable Award will be presented to an
individual who has displayed continued
and historic efforts relating to land-use
issues,promotion of sustainable develop-
ment and smart growth.

Refreshments and entertainment will
be provided. Please fill out the rsvp below
and return it to our office or email your
rsvp to kris@citizensforsmartgrowth.org,
and let us know if you can join us.We
look forward to seeing you there!

8,000 square foot lots.  This enables developers to construct two single-family units
on an 8,000 square foot lot.  This zoning standard is optimal to create compact
development, maximizing the remaining buildable space in the City of Ketchum.  

Some residents have taken advantage of this unique zoning standard to build high
quality single-family homes.  Peter Everett, a
Ketchum resident, has built two homes in the
GRL District.  These two homes share an
8,200 square foot lot.  The homes are approx-
imately 2,200 square feet, both with a single
car garage.  This type of infill development
increases housing supply without sprawl and
without compromising the quality of the
house or neighborhood.  These houses and
others in Ketchum are proof that quality
development can occur on lots 4,500 square
feet or less.

Citizens for Smart Growth commends NEST,
Mr. Everett and the City of Ketchum for their
efforts.  We urge other city governments,
developers and builders to follow these exam-
ples of infill development on smaller lots
throughout the Valley.

Visit our website 
www.citizensforsmartgrowth.org 

to donate on line! 
I t’s fast, easy, and secure!

With creative design and attention
to detail, Nest houses promote

neighborhood social interaction. 

Citizens for Smart Growth, like many area organiza-
tions, operates on a fiscal year ending September 30.  This
issue of Community Developments and Perspectivesreflects
on last year's accomplishments, lessons learned and
finances.  We want our membership to share in our
triumphs, challenges and fiscal realities.

Financial Status
Perhaps our biggest accomplishment is having not only survived

but grown as an organization.  We now employ three full-time staff
members and retain several expert consultants on a regular basis.
Our membership now stands at 775, representing a 20% increase
this year.  Organizational fundraising efforts continue at a steady
pace.  

During the fiscal year 2003-2004 Citizens for Smart Growth
raised One Hundred Twenty-Six Thousand Four Hundred Thirty
Dollars ($126,430.00).  General contributions, the amount of
money people donate in excess of the basic membership dues,
account for more than 67% of the total budget.  These general con-
tributions, without exception, come from people with some con-
nection to the Wood River Valley and Blaine County. 

Where does the money go?

Within our fiscal year, seventy percent (70%) of our
budget was expended for basic program work, advocacy
and education.  Smart Growth attended and participated in
more than 200 public hearings from Sun Valley to Carey.
We provided planning resources to every jurisdiction in the
County promoting sustainable development at every turn.
This year we focused attention on collaborative efforts, not
just with other conservation organizations, but also with
developers and governments.  Citizens for Smart Growth
brought outside experts to the valley to share information
pertinent to issues important to all residents.  It is not pos-
sible, nor would it make for happy reading, to restate in
detail all of the projects we addressed this year.  Certain
highlights of the year's work, and results of previous
efforts, are described below.

Collaboration
Citizens for Smart Growth has worked very hard during

the last year to reach out to new sectors in the community.
In addition to the Informed Citizen Involvement
Campaign collaboration with Environmental Resource
Center and Wood River Rideshare, we worked extensively
with developers and government staff planners.  Smart
Growth provided ordinance drafting services and consulta-
tion to several local municipalities relating to issues ranging
from building size limitations to parking to night lighting
regulation to historic preservation.  We are working with
the City of Hailey on Comprehensive Plan amendments
and Zoning Code changes allowing cottage development in
the town site overlay district.  We are particularly excited to
have been invited to participate on the Mayor's Traffic
Safety Committee.

The organization was invited by developers to consult
on land planning decisions early in the process more fre-
quently last year than ever before.  Smart Growth princi-
ples are being integrated into design plans before applica-
tions are being filed.  We reviewed and commented on pro-
posed projects in Hailey, Ketchum, Carey and unincorpo-
rated Blaine County.  This fact is a giant step in the right
direction.  Smart Growth is focused on creating partner-
ships instead of emotionally-charged adversarial public con-
frontations.  Smart Growth recognizes the principle of
shared benefits!

Community Housing
Citizens for Smart Growth supports affordable commu-

nity housing.  Generally accepted sound planning princi-
ples call for a range of housing opportunities and choices;
pedestrian communities; livable neighborhoods; thriving
cities and town centers, and environmentally sustainable
growth.  None of these goals can be met when real estate
values are unaffordable for all except the very wealthy, and
a town is empty during many months of the year.
Transportation corridors become clogged and the air pol-
luted when employees must commute long distances to
work.  Civic institutions simply cannot survive without
full-time citizens.  Schools cannot function without teach-
ers and fires cannot be extinguished without fire fighters.  

continued on page 4

Here are some helpful links that explain the principles of smart growth and
provide a wide variety of educational and professional resources:
www.uli.org- The Urban Land Institute is a great resource for anything
planning- related.  Smart growth principles and traditional neighborhood
design are features of this organization.
www.cnu.org- The Center For New Urbanism is a site devoted to new
urbanism. Their work affects regional and local plans.  In all cases New
Urbanist neighborhoods are walkable and contain a diverse range of housing
and job opportunities.  Many other issues, such as historic restoration, safe
streets, and green building are also covered.
www.epa.gov/ebtpages/envismartgrowth.html - The EPA offers various
programs and resources to help communities with environmental problem
solving and growth planning.
www.smartgrowth.org- The Smart Growth Network was formed in
response to increasing community concerns about the need for new ways to
grow that boost the economy, protect the environment, and enhance
community vitality.
www.preservenet.com/politics/NewUrb.html - This page lists groups
working for Traditional Neighborhood Design, also known as "New
Urbanism," and offers many useful links.
www.smartgrowthamerica.org- Smart Growth America is a coalition of
nearly 100 advocacy organizations that have a stake in how metropolitan
expansion affects our environment, quality of life and economic sustainability. 
www.sprawlwatch.org- Sprawl Watch makes tools, techniques, and strate-
gies developed to manage growth, accessible to citizens, grassroots organiza-
tions, environmentalists, public officials, planners, architects, the media and
business leaders.
www.lgc.org- The Local Government Commission is a nonprofit,
nonpartisan organization that provides inspiration, technical assistance, and
networking to elected officials and other community leaders who are working
to create healthy, walkable, and resource-efficient communities. 

SMART GROWTH LINKS

Income &Expenses 2003-2004

 

Fundraising
14%

Programs
70%

Administration
16%

Citizens For Smart Growth Expenses 

 

Contributions
67%

Events
3%

Appeals
8%

Memberships
22%

Citizens For Smart Growth Income 

Total Income: $126,643.18
Memberships: $28,457.93
Contributions:$85,058.25

Events: $3,622.00
Project Appeals: $9,505.00

Total Expenses: $123,268.08
Administration:$19,722.89

Fundraising:$17,257.53
Programs: $86,287.66
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BOARD SPOTLIGHT - MORGAN BROWN Citizens for Smart Growth is committed to
promoting civic involvement.  We recognize
the importance of public participation both
to the individual and the community.  One
of the responsibilities of Citizens for Smart
Growth is to advocate for sustainable devel-
opment by attending Council and Planning
and Zoning meetings throughout the Valley.
While we endeavor to represent the public
interest and public opinion there is no substi-
tute for the community's attendance at

W HAT D OES REGIONAL PLANNING MEAN?

o r gc i t i z e n s f o r s m a rt g r o w t h .

There are many tough planning challenges in the
Wood River Valley that can only be addressed through
cooperative multi-jurisdictional planning.  These chal-
lenges include: transportation and traffic congestion, air
and water quality, economic development and growth,
inter-community disparities, open space and wildlife
issues, recreation, transfer of development rights, com-
munication, technology and affordable housing.  These
are all challenges that span jurisdictional boundaries -
challenges that can best be addressed through regional
cooperation, planning and regional action.  

Regional planning is a process by which issues
affecting an area larger than one city or county are iden-
tified and jointly resolved.  To implement the process it
is vital that a framework be established to identify and
address the issues.  Regional planning organizations are
widely accepted within the planning arena.  The creation
and operation of a regional planning organization is
mandated by the federal government for urbanized areas
larger than 50,000 people.  Urban areas are required to
designate an official "Regional Planning Organization"
or a "Metropolitan Planning Organization" (RPO or
MPO) as the agency through which regional planning
efforts are conducted.  On a smaller scale, such as the
Wood River Valley, these
organizations are often
referred to as Regional
Councils of Governments.
As population continues to
grow, regional planning in
the Wood River Valley/Blaine
County is becoming a more
important issue.  The chal-
lenge is not specific to our
area; there are more than 450
regional councils of govern-
ments, also known as multi-
purpose, multi-jurisdictional
public organizations, across
the nation.  These organiza-
tions are created by local gov-
ernments to respond to
regional planning issues and bring together participants
at multiple levels of government to foster regional coop-
eration, planning, and delivery of city services such as
water, sewer, public transit, fire suppression, affordable
housing and business promotion.  Citizens for Smart
Growth believes the formation of a council of govern-
ments is a necessary prerequisite to preserving and
improving the current quality of life in Blaine County. 

Regional councils are typically governed by a
board of directors made up of representatives from the
public and private sector and other community leaders.
Together with an executive director, members and staff, 

they provide forums on regional issues, conduct regional
planning, provide information and technical assistance to
local governments and administer federal, state and local
programs of a regional nature.  Some of the most impor-
tant planning issues the council would need to address
specific to this region are transportation, environmental
quality, affordable housing and water quality and quantity.

Regional planning organizations outside of the
Wood River Valley have proven successful.  In Ada
County, the regional planning group is COMPASS,
which has served this role since 1977, and as of July
2002, Canyon County was notified that it also needs to
designate a Regional Planning Organization. Some other
regional planning organizations in Idaho include the Ada
Planning Association, SICOG - Southeast Idaho Council
of Governments, Community Planning Association of
Southwest Idaho, Ida-Ore Planning & Development
Association, Panhandle Area Council of Governments and
the Region IV Development Association.

A recent article in the Idaho Statesman highlighted
regional planning in the Treasure Valley.  The article dis-
cussed the outcomes of a Boise Metro Chamber
Leadership Conference in Sun Valley.  Mayors of all the
counties and cities in the Treasure Valley signed an agree-

ment as the first step toward
developing a countywide
land-use and transportation
plan.  The plan provides
these entities with a shared
or common "instruction
book" that compliments
individual comprehensive
plans to address growth on a
regional scale.  "It appears
this is our moment," said
Boise Mayor Dave Bieter.
"It's up to all of us here to
dig in and put some meat to
these ideas and make region-
al planning a reality."

Citizens For Smart
Growth is working toward establishing a regional council
of governments in the Wood River Region.  We feel it is
imperative that our Valley has a council to address the
issues that extend across political and geographic bound-
aries.  We are currently working with local leaders to
establish a level of commitment for a regional council,
and tapping into national planning organizations to allo-
cate funding and obtain useful information regarding the
process for building a regional planning organization.  It
is our hope that the Valley’s governmental jurisdictions
will see the benefit of regional cooperation and start
working together to improve the quality of life for the res-
idents of the Wood River Region.

Like many before them, Morgan Brown
and his wife Rebecca Bundy fell in love
with the Wood River Valley when they
visited the resort on a ski vacation.  "It
was such a spectacular combination of
environment, weather, recreation, and
community," said Morgan.  "It didn't
feel spoiled yet.  Real people lived here
and that felt right."  After spending
vacations here, Morgan and Rebecca
decided the Wood River Valley would be
a great place to raise kids, so they made
the move permanent.

Morgan and Rebecca grew up in Seattle
where they attended Roosevelt High
School together and were close friends.
A decade later, a chance encounter in
downtown Seattle - while Morgan was
visiting from his new home in Munich -
lead to a transatlantic relationship and
the eventual decision for Rebecca to join
Morgan in Germany.  Morgan had left
for Europe after college to look for a job.
After a year of post-graduate study at the
University of Paris, Sorbonne, he finally
landed a dream job with the German
electronics firm Siemens AG. 

In Munich,
Rebecca managed
to learn a foreign
language and jug-
gle a household of
two small kids and
a husband with a
time-consuming
career, while at the
same time to earn-
ing a prestigious
engineering degree
in architecture
from the Technical
University of
Munich.  After
seven years abroad
and a stint as an
executive for
Microsoft in Europe, Morgan moved
with his family back to Seattle.  Another
foray into graduate school ended when
he was recruited to help start the soft-
ware company Visio.  Seven years later,
Microsoft acquired the successful firm.
Morgan spent the next year commuting
from Seattle to Silicon Valley to help
start an internet networking company.
The commute came at a cost and helped
lead to the decision to move to the 

Wood River Valley and pursue a more
gratifying and family-oriented profession.
"I'd been on the board of two environ-
mental non-profits in the Seattle area and
I was really looking forward to deepening
my commitment."  Inspired by the area's
natural attributes, Morgan came to the
Wood River Valley with the intention of
pursuing a profession that helped the
environment.  He and Rebecca designed
and built a green solar home in Hulen
Meadows that they hope will serve as
inspiration to others interested in sustain-
ability.  The experience has lead to the
formation of two environmentally orient-
ed local companies.  Morgan started Sun
Valley Solar (www.svsolar.com) with col-
league Peter Chaffey to design and install
solar electric systems.  Last year, Morgan
collaborated with land-use attorney
Martin Flannes to found Developing
Green (www.devgreen.com), a developer
and consulting firm committed to green
building and sustainable development
practices.  Developing Green has become
a strong advocate in the community for
smart growth issues. 

Rebecca and
Morgan watched
as Seattle went
through a period
of tremendous
growth.  They also
had the experience
of seeing how
European cities
had evolved with-
out an auto-centric
focus. "Smart
growth is a quality
of life issue. But it
takes a lot of edu-
cation. 'Density'
can be a scary term
and cause NIMBY-
ism if people
haven't seen exam-

ples of how it creates vibrant town cen-
ters and they don't understand the cost of
the alternative: sprawl.  With the traffic
mess, it's tempting to pave the valley
floor until you've seen worse problems
caused by cities that did just that.  Those
are a couple of the many reasons why I'm
excited about being on the Board of
Directors for Citizens for Smart Growth
and the crucial role it is going to play in
the decisive next few years."

Morgan & Rebecca in front of their solar home with
daughter Kimberly and son "Teton" 

public hearings.  Adoption of sustainable
development practices, like other progres-
sive issues, is easiest to attain when the
public shows clear and overwhelming sup-
port.  Smart Growth is encouraging the
general public to attend local meetings to
voice their concern about growth and
development.

The principles of smart growth have been
accepted by most academics and organiza-
tions advocating sustainable development.
Citizens for Smart Growth has adopted
the following ten principles as a guide for
evaluating or promoting any particular
development.  These principles were created
and approved by the Smart Growth Network,
a division of the EPA.

1.  Create a Range of Housing Opportunities
and Choices

2.  Create Walkable Neighborhoods  
3.  Encourage Community and Stakeholder 

Collaboration
4.. Foster Distinctive, Attractive 

Communities with a Strong Sense of Place  
5.  Make Development Decisions Predictable,

Fair and Cost Effective 
6.  Mix Land Uses  
7.  Preserve Open Space, Farmland, Natural

Beauty and Critical Environmental Areas 
8.  Provide a Variety of Transportation Choices 
9.  Strengthen and Direct Development

Towards Existing Communities 
10. Take Advantage of Compact Building

Design

These principles can be used as a reference
for anyone who wants to participate in the
process.  We believe by getting more resi-
dents at public meetings the smart growth
message will be heard, and residents in
attendance will learn the benefits of smart
growth planning principles.  Smart
Growth staff maintains the Informed
Citizen Involvement website, found at
www.informedcitizeninvolvement.org, and
periodically sends action alerts to our mem-
bership.  Please visit the website and sign up
for alerts!

View of the Wood River Valley from Carbonate

CALL FOR PARTIC IPATION !



Ralph Trapani of Yeh and Associates, a
Colorado based highway consulting firm,
discussed widening Highway 75 and the
associated Environmental Impact
Statement.  He emphasized creating a high-
way that moves more people not just more
cars.  Trapani was the Colorado
Department of Transportation project man-
ager during the planning process for the
Roaring Fork Valley (Aspen) transportation
system.  Through their comprehensive
parking and transportation plan, Aspen has
kept the vehicle numbers entering down-
town at the 1993 level despite enormous
population growth in the Aspen area.
Citizens for Smart Growth hopes the Wood
River Valley can boast the same success ten
years from now.

William Kraeger, renowned architect
with with Mithun Design, presented his
celebrated production, "Honey I Shrunk
the Lots" to local audiences in April of this
year.  Mithun has embraced resource-effi-
cient and sustainable design for over a
decade.  Mithun is a true leader in sustain-
able design as noted by Environmental
Design Building News and the American
Institute of Architects, with three national
Top Ten Green Projects within the last five
years.

Loss of open space and agricultural lands
are concerns shared by most people in
Blaine County.  Residents of unincorporat-
ed Blaine County typically reside in a home
on a minimum lot size of one acre, with
many lots of five acres or more.
Increasingly, the Cities of Hailey, Bellevue
and Carey are courting larger lot subdivi-
sions within municipal boundaries.  In a
word, the Wood River Valley is faced with
sprawl.  Mr. Kraeger's presentation offers an
easy and positive alternative to this land use
pattern.

The Informed Citizen Involvement
Website remains up and running.  The col-
laborating organizations are proud to con-
tinue to build on this very valuable tool for
Valley residents.  The website is the only
interactive local educational presence on the
internet.  The site can be found at
www.informedcitizeninvolvement.org and
will continue to provide up-to-date infor-
mation and easy contact with local govern-
ment officials for years to come.

H istoric Preservation
Last year, for the first time, Citizens for

Smart Growth followed the lead of our

national counterparts at the Smart Growth
Network, and entered the field of historic
preservation.  Historic preservation is an
integral part of community planning and
vitality.  Historic structures provide a sense
of place and human scale that can promote
a pedestrian-friendly environment and sus-
tainable cultural tourism.  Due to our
efforts, the Ketchum Historic Preservation
Commission was reconvened after a decade
of dormancy.  Now Ketchum once again
has an official government body focused
only on this crucial issue.

Citizens for Smart Growth promotes
market incentives for historic preservation.
We have supported a proposed text amend-
ment in the City of Ketchum that would
allow limited public tours of designated his-
toric sites.  Instead of locking out cultural
tourism, we see the wisdom in embracing
this low impact educational pursuit that is
economically sustainable.  A study by the
National Trust for Historic Preservation
indicates that people who travel to historic
sites spend more money per day and stay
longer at their destination than other
tourists.  Many of our competitors in the
mountain resort business have learned this
lesson.

Smart Growth supports the concept of
creating a Transfer of Development Rights
(TDR) program specifically to preserve des-
ignated historic buildings.  The program
would allow an owner of a designated
building to save the building by selling the
excess development right (the right to
demolish the structure and construct a three
story building) to another who would be
allowed to build an additional story.  We
urge Ketchum, Hailey and Bellevue to
examine the merits of adopting an historic
preservation TDR program.

Recent studies of Blaine County have
shown a critical need for affordable
housing, not just in Ketchum/Sun
Valley, but throughout the County.

Last year set a new precedent for
recognition of community housing as a
priority issue.  There was no community
housing policy anywhere in Blaine
County when Citizens for Smart Growth
was formed in 1997.  The Blaine-
Ketchum Housing Authority was estab-
lished a short time thereafter and the
issue gained gradual acceptance.  The
affordable housing movement in Blaine
County can be broken into three distinct
steps: persuading a critical mass of citi-
zens why affordable housing is a serious
need, promulgating regulations that
make affordable housing possible and,
finally, building deed restricted homes
middle-income residents can afford.
Events during the last year confirm
Blaine County and Sun Valley leaders
have joined Ketchum and taken the
movement solidly into phase two.

On May 3, the Board of County
Commissioners finally adopted a
Community Housing Ordinance 
creating a Community Housing Overlay
District from McHanville south to the
Meadows.  The overlay district provides
for a density bonus, up to a maximum
of 10 units per acre, for developments
that include a certain percentage of
affordable housing units.  The ordinance
does not mandate affordable housing in
the district or provide funding outside of
market incentives.  The Board of County
Commissioners appears poised to debate
legislation that would require communi-
ty housing in all new developments.

Sun Valley, too, adopted regulations
recognizing the community's need for
affordable housing.  In late summer of
2003 the City passed an ordinance
requiring deed-restricted community
housing in new developments in
Elkhorn and Sun Valley Village commer-
cial cores.  Meanwhile, the City of
Ketchum approved two fairly large-scale

projects that will increase the quantity
of community housing units.  Together
Pineridge and Frenchman's Place will
add 29 units of deed restricted housing
and additional vibrancy to downtown
Ketchum, especially during slack.

Informed Citizens Involvement
Campaign 

Last year, Citizens for Smart Growth,
Environmental Resource Center and
Wood River Rideshare collaborated to
create the Informed Citizen Involvement
Campaign.  The campaign was designed
to educate local residents on sustainable
living issues and engage them in com-
munity activities, both politically and
socially.  Our goals were to promote
informed public dialogue and citizen
involvement, educate and increase
awareness, and encourage a broad level
of citizen participation and leadership on
environmental, growth, and transporta-
tion issues. The campaign included
three public forums, a published book-
let, the Rural Guide to Informed Citizen
Involvement,and continues to utilize an
interactive website.

We knew from local surveys that
Blaine County residents value environ-
mental protection, sensible growth that
pays for itself, and alternative transporta-
tion.  We also knew local laws and fund-
ing mechanisms do not support compre-
hensive curbside recycling, preservation
of open space, protection of wildlife
from sprawl, or alternative transporta-
tion. Clearly, the challenge was opening
communication channels between Valley
residents and our public officials.  By
pooling our resources and expertise, this
collaborative project established a solid
network of communication through
which individuals can be better
informed, voice opinions, and provide
feedback to decision-makers.

We envisioned the Informed Citizen
Involvement Campaign as a loop con-
necting informed citizens and receptive
decision-makers. The campaign's first
two public forums included new 
perspectives relating transportation and
land use planning.  The third forum
presented got back to basics with a
debate between the candidates for
Blaine County Board of
Commissioners.

Many thanks to the generous
donors and volunteers who have
made in-kind donations:

El i z a b e t h  Yo u m a n s,  president
of Executive Editor, a freelance
writing and editing company 
Pro bono editing &proofing
of this newsletter 

M o r g a n  Br ow n  
Sun Valley Sustainability
Conference

Your volunteerism and in-kind gifts
allow us to spend your dollars on

local projects that protect and
enhance quality of life.

Citizens for Smart Growth
needs a few items:

Power Point Projector
10 New Members
Contributions
Volunteers

Computer (P3 or )
Licensed Software

Please call our office at 788.8813 and
speak to Kris about donations.

Your contribution is tax deductible.
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VIS ION, MISSION & PRINCIPLES

THANKS TO OUR DONORS &
VOLUNTEERS

Citizens for Smart Growth
envisions a livable county
that preserves its natural

resources and rural
mountain character

Citizens for Smart Growth
gives our communities a
voice in directing growth
and shaping the future by
increasing awareness of
the relationship between

land use planning, 
transportation and 

quality of life

While recognizing 
pressures for growth,

Citizens for Smart Growth
works to preserve and

strengthen 
communities, encourage
efficient uses of land and
natural resources, reduce

sprawl and
promote stable, walkable

neighborhoods

Twenty years from now, 
Blaine County will be known as a
place that saved itself, and kept its 
style and charm, while adapting 

gracefully and intelligently
to the changing times and needs 

of a mountain community and resort.


