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ICIC

CELL TOWERS

CAFOs

BOARD SPOTLIGHT

These factory-like facilities are
a growing public health threat
all across the nation and are
polluting America's water and
air.

Activist, teacher, conserva-
tionist & outdoor enthusiast,
Char Roth, feels honored to
live in such a beautiful valley. 

Digital technology is essential to a
sustainable economy but uncamou-
flaged, a blight on scenic vistas.

Exciting new joint project
of Citizens for Smart
Growth, Environmental
Resource Center and Wood
River Rideshare. Learn how
you can become involved!

preserving a 
livable community

WARMSPRINGSGOLFCOURSE& OPENSPACE

It has been a year since we reported on the status of the Warm Springs Golf Course.
Initially, The Coalition to Save Warm Springs Golf Course approached Citizens for
Smart Growth to help protect the property from development and maintain opportuni-
ties for outdoor recreation.   Through our efforts, and the helpful participation of an
interested public, the City of Ketchum passed a resolution to explore financing options
to purchase the property.  We enlisted the assistance of Trust for Public Land to analyze
the feasibility of a variety of public-private financing methods.  Citizens for Smart
Growth attempted to implement a public acquisition of the golf course; however, in
the end the long-time owners decided it was most appropriate to sell the property to a
private developer.

Sun Valley Ventures, LLC, represented by local lawyer and developer, Henry Dean,
purchased the property in March of 2003.   Citizens for Smart Growth persevered in
our effort to maintain Warm Springs Ranch as open space.  We were invited, together
with the Wood River Land Trust and other interested citizens, to participate on a
Citizen Advisory Committee with Sun Valley Ventures, LLC, in an effort to shape the
property's future uses. 

continued on page 4

GUESTOPINION- COMMUNITYHOUSING, AN OPPORTUNITYFORVITALITY
BY DICKDUNCANOFBLAINE-KETCHUMHOUSINGAUTHORITY

Having been in the Wood River Valley for nearly a year, I am still surprised, on a regu-
lar basis, by how much misinformation about affordable or "Community" Housing is
floating around.  At the same time, I've been pleasantly surprised by the convergence of
philosophy, conceptual understanding, and support the Housing Authority has received
from some unexpected sources, particularly from Citizens for Smart Growth.  Like
Smart Growth, we believe that while growth may be inevitable, the manner in which it
is handled will have a significant effect on all of our futures.  True success in the growth
process is only achieved through an intelligent mix of the aesthetic, economic and
social aspects which accompany it. 

With nearly twenty-five years in the real estate development business, I have come to
believe that providing the opportunity for working citizens to become vested in the
fabric of the region through home ownership is essential to the economic and social
well being of the entire community.  Like Smart Growth, the Housing Authority
believes that if a significant portion of our work force must commute long distances to
work in Blaine County not only will our roadways be clogged and our skies polluted by
honest people's simple effort to make a living, but the exit every evening of this same
group of people denies us the opportunity for a certain vitality that could enrich us all.

continued on page 6

citizens for smart growth 

is dedicated to preserving blaine county’s communities,

rural charm, air and water quality, open space and

wildlife habitat.

PROJECT SUMMARY
Read current information
from interim Executive
Director, Christopher
Simms, on the status of the
numerous projects in which
CSG has participated.

2

VALLEY TRADITION5
Reflections of co-president
Sally Donart.
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Citizens for Smart Growth has had a busy summer, full of
challenges and change.  In August our Director, Anjie
Saunders and her family, decided to relocate to Seattle to be
closer to the focus of her husband's employment; we will miss
her professional expertise and good humor.  However, issues
of growth and land use planning continue even as the CSG
Board of Directors redesigns staff responsibilities and recruits
personnel.

Throughout this issue you will find updated information
about ongoing projects and reports on new developments that
are areas of concern for Citizens for Smart Growth.   Since
April we have had several victories, struggled forward with
many ongoing projects and faced new developments:
Triumph Springs: It appears the proposed Triumph Springs

Subdivision and its threat of unsightly and environmentally
damaging hillside development may be laid
to rest.  The site is a gateway to Sun Valley,
a buffer between Sun Valley and Ketchum,
an area of high visual and scenic quality, as
well as important wildlife habitat and open
space.  The land, zoned Open
Space/Recreation in the Sun Valley
Comprehensive Plan, was promised as
open space during annexation and devel-
opment of Lane Ranch, an adjacent subdi-
vision to the south.  

In November 2002, the Sun Valley City
Council denied the Triumph Springs pro-
posal.  In January 2003, Lane Ranch
Partnership filed suit in District Court for a
taking of private property rights.  Citizens for Smart Growth
filed a motion to intervene in the case on the side of the City.
On August 8, 2003, the District Court ended the trial phase
of the litigation by issuing its order of Summary Judgment in
favor of the City.  
Community Housing: Citizens for Smart Growth supports

community housing, particularly when located in town cen-
ters, near employment and public transit.  We have worked
diligently with Blaine County and with the cities of Sun
Valley, Ketchum, and Hailey to support community-housing
ordinances.  Our strategy has been and remains the entice-
ment of private sector expenditures by providing affordable
units through "density bonuses" within appropriate locations.  

During the last 18 months Citizens for Smart Growth has
been an influential participant in drafting the content of a
proposed Blaine County Community Housing ordinance
which includes protection of open space and viewsheds,
design guidelines, and preservation of the rural character of
the County.  

With Citizens for Smart Growth support, the City of Sun
Valley recently passed its first ever community-housing ordi-
nance.  In the city's two commercial cores, Elkhorn and Sun
Valley Villages, all new developments will be required to ded-

icate 15% of the development's square footage to affordable
housing units in order to achieve a density bonus.  
The City of Ketchum is exploring required community hous-
ing in its Light Industrial District.  Citizens for Smart Growth
supports an ordinance that would require a developer who
desires to build residential space in the District to include
25% community housing, and to maintain 50% commercial
space in the development.  

Citizens for Smart Growth supports Pineridge, a proposed
Planned Unit Development in Warm Springs, that includes
nearly 50% community housing.  The proposal has met
strong opposition, particularly from the immediate neigh-
bors.  Citizens for Smart Growth supports the project while
recognizing the impact on adjacent property owners.  In this
context we gathered the interested parties and mediated

potential solutions to the neighbors specific
areas of concern.  We remain optimistic this
collaborative approach will result in greater
citizen participation in the public process
with win-win results.

Transportation: As a member of the
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
Work Group and the Wood River Regional
Transportation Committee, Citizens for
Smart Growth works to promote an efficient
multi-modal transportation system in Blaine
County.  We recognize the need for Highway
75 to be expanded to a safer four-lane road.
However, one of our most important goals is
to ensure that the new highway maintains

the rural character and scenic beauty of the Valley as well as
providing a High Occupancy Vehicle Lane dedicated to car-
poolers and public transit during peak rush hours.

Our participation already has resulted in a more objective
and equitable process that is being driven by community
interests and needs rather than State and Federal highway
engineers.  Due to Citizens for Smart Growth efforts, the
highway department produced and released to the public,
through the Mountain Express and a public open-house dis-
play, a series of drawings more completely and concisely
describing Highway 75 alternatives, a requirement of the
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) process.  

Citizens for Smart Growth is seeking documentation on
baseline wildlife statistics and pursuing reasonable methods to
reduce wildlife collision risk.  We have requested analysis of a
system of wildlife underpass or overpass corridors as well as
the use of the more advanced "Broken Beam Technology."  

Citizens for Smart Growth, together with Wood River
Rideshare, has interviewed potential outside consultants to
assist the public in most effectively participating in the EIS
process.  We have selected a team of transportation experts
who were instrumental in developing a workable 

continued on page 6

The Wood River Valley is growing rapidly
and the average citizen is not involved in the
debate about growth management, transporta-
tion, or environmental protection. Many resi-
dents have little time to navigate the maze of pub-
lic involvement or take the opportunity to be
involved. Yet, we know from local surveys that
Blaine County residents value environmental pro-
tection, sensible growth that pays for itself, and
alternative transportation!  It is time to open
communication channels efficiently and effective-
ly, between Valley Residents and our public offi-
cials. Open communication is most effective
when it is easy to do and when people are
informed about the issues at hand.  Recognizing
this, three of the most effective nonprofits in
Blaine County, the Environmental Resource
Center, Wood River Rideshare & Citizens for
Smart Growth came together to create the
INFORMED CITIZEN INV OLVEMENT
CAMPAIGN. Our goals are to promote informed
public dialogue and citizen involvement, educate
and increase awareness, and encourage a broad
level of citizen participation and leadership on
environmental, growth, and transportation issues.
By pooling our resources and expertise, this col-
laborative project begins by establishing a solid
network of communication through which indi-
viduals can be better informed, voice opinions,
and provide feedback to decision-makers.  

Often, it is private industry, developers, and
well-connected individuals that have the ear of
local officials and the resources to influence the
process in ways that sometimes degrade the envi-
ronment and threaten quality of life.  When,
however, many concerned citizens representing
diverse groups get involved in a local issue - like
hillside protection, habitat preservation, or alter-
native transportation - balance is restored to the
process and public officials make decisions that
reflect the public interest, not special interest.  

We envision the Informed Citizen
Involvement Campaign as a loop connecting citi-
zens and decision-makers. We will increase and
facilitate informed community dialogue, aware-
ness, and involvement and communicate this
information back to local government by:creating
an informative and comprehensive website that
will lay the framework for effective and efficient
communications between constituents and public
officials; holding community forums to promote
public education and discussion of environmen-
tal, growth, and transportation issues; placing ads
in newspapers and on local radio stations on spe-
cific proposals that relate to larger issues; and
publishing the Rural Guide to Informed Citizen
Involvement that will document tasks, strategies,
successes, and lessons learned, and will be able to
be replicated in other rural Northwest.

Your support is vital  We need to raise
$20,000 to realize this project.  Please contribute
today!  For more information, call 788-8813.

Citizens for Smart Growth
encourages smart economic develop-
ment and recognizes digital communi-
cation as an important element for
sustainable economic development.
Cell phones are an integral tool in this
new information economic engine.
We also recognize  a basic element in
the social health of the Wood River
Valley is the scenic beauty and unde-
veloped hillsides providing distant vis-
tas. Several years ago Blaine County
passed an ordinance requiring cell
towers to be disguised or camouflaged
to the greatest extent possible.  The
ordinance was passed after public
debate and with the knowledge that
alternative cell tower technology exists
today. Current technology allows a
variety of tower and relay structures,
that alleviate the need to build moun-
tain top towers to achieve cell phone
service; it is recognized the costs of
implementing these technologies do
exceed a single mountain top facility.

Hundreds, if not thousands of
examples of stealth tower technology
abound throughout the country,
including here in the Wood River
Valley.  Citizens for Smart Growth
supports the use of alternative cell
tower technologies to expand cell cov-
erage and capacity while mitigating
visual impacts and achieving the com-
munity's desire to maintain scenic
hillsides and rural mountain character.

In spite of the ordinance and the
presence of alternatives, Idaho Tower
Company submitted an application
for a conditional usepermit to build,
in the mountain overlay district, a 70'
cell phone tower near the peak of
Della Mountain, the highest point in
the vicinity of Hailey.  The ordinance
passed by the County Commissioners,
placed limitations as to where and
how such a tower could be built.  The
ordinance is clear that an applicant
must demonstrate that a tower's visi-
bility has been limited to the greatest
extent possible through the chosen
location and placement, the type of
antennas and supporting structures
selected, camouflage, concealment
and disguise.  The applicant made no
effort to do any of these, but argued

that the proposed tower, a co-location
device (a tower which will serve sever-
al cell phone companies antennas),
will reduce visual clutter compared to
the cluster of  towers otherwise need-
ed to be built to similarly improve cell
phone capacity and service area.  

Blaine County Planning and
Zoning held a second public hearing
on the application in June.  Similar to
the first hearing, the public was told a
new tower would be the only avenue
to improved cell phone coverage,
comment was in favor of building the
tower.  Citizens for Smart Growth was
among the very few advocating against
the tower.  We urged denial on the
basis that passage is illegal as the appli-
cant again made no effort to camou-
flage, conceal or disguise the tower.  

Later, Citizens for Smart Growth
filed written Comments and Notice of
Intent to Appeal, together with exam-
ples of stealth towers constructed else-
where in the country.  The commis-
sion voted, 4-3, in favor of rejecting
the application for conditional use
permit.  The applicant has appealed to
the Board of County Commissioners
alleging the ordinance is unenforce-
able.  On a positive note, the appli-
cants approached Citizens for Smart
Growth to discuss alternative site loca-
tions and technology.  We made sever-
al suggestions that are being explored.

digi ta l  technology in the 21st century

informed citizens involvement campaign

inter im director -  chr istopher s imms
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A pine tree hides a cell tower, only one of
hundreds of possible camouflage tower possi-

bilities
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Char has lived in the Wood
River Valley since 1989.  She is a teacher,
outdoor enthusiast, conservationist and
activist in social causes.  Her move west
to work as recreation director for
employees in Yellowstone National Park
sparked her love for the mountains and
her commitment to protect wild places.
Char taught special education in McCall,
Idaho and was co-founder of Survivors of
Domestic Violence as well as an active
member of Idaho Conservation League
(ICL).  Her travels to Redfish Lake for
ICL's annual conference each year
renewed her commit-
ment to get involved in
organizations that rec-
ognized Idaho as unique
and worthy of environ-
mental protection. 

After obtaining
an education degree in
Salt Lake City, and serv-
ing as action coordina-
tor for the National
Organization for
Women, she moved to
Ketchum to take an ele-
mentary education posi-
tion at Hemingway
Elementary School.  "I
was thrilled to leave the
city and move back to a
small progressive town
in Idaho where I could once again smell
the pines, put a pack on my back, and
head into the backcountry.  I love work-
ing with children and am grateful to
spend my days nurturing and being nur-
tured by insightful, innocent, compas-
sionate little souls.  Respect for others
and for the land goes hand in hand.
Children have an inherent love and con-
nection with nature, animals and all liv-
ing things. 

Char's interest in helping
women and children in need motivated
her to initiate a service for abused
women.  She and a few other concerned
women in the community co-founded 

Advocates for Survivors of Domestic
Violence.   

When Char was asked to join
the Board of Citizens for Smart Growth
she saw an opportunity to become more
involved in decisions that were affecting
the community.  "Citizens for Smart
Growth is the only advocacy group that
attends Planning and Zoning meetings
to act as watchdog over untamed devel-
opment and urban sprawl. I believe it's
my obligation, as a person who claims
the Wood River Valley as home, to take

responsibility in caring
for and protecting its
unique character.
Citizens for Smart
Growth gives us all an
opportunity to be
heard as involved citi-
zens in the communi-
ty.  I feel honored to
live in such a beautiful
valley and support sus-
tainable growth and
healthy, livable neigh-
borhoods."

Char's fiancé,
Bruce Tidwell left his
hometown Meridian
and moved to the
Wood River Valley in
1980.  After 20 years

in the construction industry he took
advantage of the need to curb the
increasing amounts of building waste
and started the Building Material Thrift
Store in 1999, a supporting organization
for the Wood River Land Trust.  In addi-
tion to diverting usable materials, (doors,
windows, etc.) out of the waste stream,
he is now spending more and more time
with donors who wish to see usable
homes moved rather than demolished.
The thrift store, in addition to helping
fund open space preservation and
wildlife habitat, cooperates with numer-
ous community minded organizations,
which provide helpful services to our
community.  

board spot l ight  -  char roth

Last year, we launched the Wood
River Valley Savings Plan.  Many
members took this opportunity to
support the work of Citizens for
Smart Growth on a monthly basis
with a continuing gift.   The Wood
River Valley Savings Plan is a simple
and efficient way to contribute.  To
join, simply call the office with
your credit card information or
complete the form on the donation
card.  We will handle all the details.
You can change your contribution
amount or status at anytime. 

There's a price to pay for preserving
the Valley.  Fortunately, it begins at
only $10!

Sign up now!

wood r iver val ley savings plan

GUEST O PINION community housing director-  cont inued f rom page 1 

o r gc i t i z e n s f o r s m a rt g r o w t h .

Char Roth- activist, teacher, conserva-
tionist and outdoor enthusiast transportation system for Aspen, which includes a full package of incentives and disincentives to dis-

courage driving alone and encourage alternative commute methods.  The package consists of expanded
highway surface, peak-hour high occupancy vehicle (HOV) lanes, paid parking, privileged parking for
carpool participants, and other transportation demand management techniques. This system has limited
the number of cars entering Aspen to 1990 levels. We believe this multi-approach plan should be the pro-
totype for the transportation woes of the Wood River Valley. 

Hailey Annexations and Master Planning: Citizens for Smart Growth supports master planning of sen-
sitive undeveloped regions within Blaine County.  Only with advance planning can a community reach a
consensus as to its vision for a particular area.  The Broadford Road corridor, one of the few remaining
rural roads in Blaine County that provides access points to the Big Wood River, is such an area.

After nearly a year of work by Citizens for Smart Growth to inform the public and County government
about the risks associated with the proposed Orchards development, Citizens for Smart Growth felt its
message had been heard when County Commissioners denied the proposal.  Recently, several new devel-
opments have been proposed for the area, including Stone Cove on the site of the proposed Orchards,
Bend of the River Ranch subdivision and most recently the City of Hailey received an application for
annexation of Justus Ranch.  All together these proposals would result in approximately one hundred
(100) additional households in this currently rural agricultural area.  The need to create a master plan for
this corridor could not be more evident!

Project Project Summary- project summary - continued from page 2from page 5 Summary-Continued from page 5 

One of the most common misconceptions about the Blaine-Ketchum Housing Authority's mission is that we exist
to provide subsidized housing for the unemployed and/or indigent.  While that definition may apply to Housing
Authorities in other communities, it is certainly not the case here.  We utilize a "point system" selection method for
homebuyers with the single most heavily weighted criteria being the length of time that the applicant has been gain-
fully employed in Blaine County.  Recent successful applicants have shown continuous employment within the
county for between ten and fifteen years.  These are people who have been contributing to our community for as
long or longer than most market-rate homebuyers but whose wages or personal circumstances have never allowed
them to get ahead of our rapidly escalating real estate market.  One of our recent buyers, a twenty year resident of
the valley, told me recently that the day she moved into her condo in The Fields at Warm Springs she felt a sense of
relief and permanence that until that moment she didn't realize she had been missing. 

The Housing Authority believes that Community Housing should be mixed throughout the community rather than
provided in a few geographically separate locations.  Accordingly, we feel that each new development should allocate

a certain portion of its square footage for the purpose.  The alterna-
tive, as we have seen in Hailey, is something like the Balmoral
Apartment project.  Although I cannot help but appreciate the benefit
provided to the hundreds of people who live there, I think that the
region at large, as well as the residents of the units, would certainly
have been better served had a forward-thinking community provided
that same number of units incrementally over the past ten years mixed
physically throughout the market-rate housing supply (two out of ten
units here, three of five there, twelve of forty in another building,
etc.).

Having been involved with Smart Growth's staff in discussions with
several groups advocating various development proposals, I have come
to appreciate their grasp of solid urban planning principles and broad
understanding of the entire growth process.  Together with the practi-
cality and common sense they bring to the table, Smart Growth is a
formidable ally.  We greatly appreciate this organization's past and cur-
rent support for our efforts and we look forward to working with
Citizens for Smart Growth in the future toward our common goal of
keeping the Wood River Valley one of America's most desirable living
environments.

the fields - the first community housing
development in ketchum - located on warm springs

road

m. olenick photo



Many thanks to the generous
donors who  have made  in-

kind donations:

M ary Kim Deffe
Accounting Work
Judy Demetre

Ficus
Chris Harding

Beer for fundraising event
Chris Wi l l iams

Wine for fundraising event
Al i  Long 

Vacuum

Your in-kind gifts allow us to spend
your dollars on local projects that pro-

tect quality of life.

Citizens for Smart Growth
needs a few items:   

Thesaurus
10 New Members
Plants 
File Cabinet
Volunteers

Computer (P3 or )
Licensed Software

Please call our office at 788.8813 and
speak to Kris about donations.

Your contribution is tax deductible.

w i s h  l i s t
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concentrated animal feeding operat ions warm spr ings gol f  course -  cont inued f rom page 4

5o r gc i t i z e n s f o r s m a rt g r o w t h .

Twenty years from now, Blaine County
will be known as a place that saved
itself, that kept its style and charm,

while adapting gracefully and intelli-
gently to the changing times and needs 
of a mountain community and resort.

v is ion,mission & pr inciples

thanks to our donors

Last summer I was reading some state and national media coverage of Ronald
Tutor's demand for landing rights at the Hailey Airport for the larger of his planes,
despite the fact that its weight exceeded the airport’s weight tolerances.  One of the
articles noted "the residents of this area want to keep the rural small town character of
their communities."  It warmed my heart that someone not familiar with the valley
really noticed!  

While members of Citizens for Smart Growth know that it is impossible and prob-
ably unwise to stop growth, we do feel that it is the people who live in Blaine County
who should define what growth is compatible with the quality of life here. We and
our neighbors in the Valley need a strong voice in decisions that affect the communi-
ties where we work and have our homes.

This spirit of public participation in local development decisions for this valley goes
back at least 30 years to the time when the sale of the Sun Valley Resort from Union
Pacific to the Janss Corporation sparked outside-developer interest in the area.  A
group of local businessmen and environmental activists started a free weekly newspa-
per that alerted residents of the valley to development proposals and ran articles titled
"Government is Us."  Also at that time an informal group, called the Wood River
Roundtable, invited residents to meet and define just what were the values that need-
ed to be preserved in the face of this new wave of growth.  

This group also lobbied the state legislature to pass laws to establish local planning
and zoning in Idaho.  Blaine County was one of the first counties to pass such ordi-
nances.  You can thank that first Blaine County P&Z for prohibiting any building on
the hillsides, thus providing us with the natural vista as well as helping to maintain the
purity of the local water supply.

At that time, several poorly planned developments were rejected by a strong public
outcry against large developers who felt that they could overwhelm our small cities'
planning and zoning commissions by asking for a variety of special variances or by
threatening lawsuits.

Part of the spirit of public involvement comes from an interesting tradition in this
valley since the opening of the Sun Valley Resort, a tradition that "everyone needs to
play by the same rules."  How did this happen?  Some people attribute it to the first
General Manager of the Sun Valley Resort, Pappy Rogers.  Part of his job was to treat
the rich and famous visitors with graciousness and respect. At the same time, he set
the tone of the valley when he treated the cooks, plumbers, housemaids and other
employees at Sun Valley with equal respect and concern. He focused on an expecta-
tion of privacy and mutual respect between guests and employees in an atmosphere
where all rules applied equally to both.

Also contributing to this public participation in local planning decisions was the
demographics of the people who chose to live here.  To the rugged individualism of
the pioneer families already here in the Valley, who had their strong attachment to the
place, were added the union craftsmen who built Sun Valley Resort out of a field to
make it bloom with many amenities of a city. Then came men and women tired of the
sameness of franchise-filled cities, who started their unique home-owned businesses.
Then other people came who were willing to live simply in order to be part of and to
safe-guard this environment.  All of these people were willing to speak up for the qual-
ity of life they wish to maintain in this place they called home.

This year Citizens for Smart Growth has collaborated with the Environmental
Resource Center and Wood River Ride Share to request a Grant from the Bullitt
Foundation to tap the impact of this valley's interest and involvement in development
decisions.  The grant has been awarded.  More information is available on page 7!

a val ley t radi t ion cont inues - reflections of our co-president sally donart

Lodge to River Run Lodge along the river corridor.  We identified and are working
with the individuals, organizations and agencies necessary  to complete the fact-find-
ing and potential design of this exciting prospective new trail link.  Because a large
portion of the trail is to be constructed on Federal Land, the project will require envi-
ronmental analysis.  Citizens for Smart Growth is, at this writing, attempting to per-
suade the United States Forest Service to fund the cost of this analysis.  Initially, we
must determine whether construction of this trail will negatively impact wildlife or
cause excessive sedimentation to Warm Springs Creek or the Big Wood River.  We will
not continue to pursue the trail if the experts discover either of these or other adverse
environmental consequences. Let us hope that the science supports this fantastic recre-
ational possibility!

citizens for smart growth
envisions a livable coun-
ty that preserves its natu-

ral resources and rural
mountain character

citizens for smart growth
gives our communities a
voice in directing growth
and shaping the future
by increasing awareness

of the relationship
between land use plan-

ning, transportation and
quality of life  

while recognizing
pressures for growth,

citizens for smart
growth works to pre-
serve and strengthen
communities, encour-
age efficient uses of

land and natural
resources, reduce

sprawl and promote
stable, walkable
neighborhoods

m. olenick photo

m. olenick photo

Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations
In Blaine County?

Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations, or CAFOs are giant livestock operations.
These factory-like facilities are a growing public health threat all across the nation and
are polluting America's water and air.

Because livestock factories produce and store large quantities of animal waste in leak-
prone lagoons, America's water is at risk.  A 10,000-hog operation produces as much
waste in a single day as a town of 25,000 people.  Manure spills, fish kills and poi-
soned water supplies have become a fact of life for too many rural communities.
Unhealthy tap water has sickened people across the Midwest and Southeast. And
when waste from a livestock unit contaminated the water in Indiana, public health
officials confirmed that it resulted in six local women experiencing miscarriages.

Livestock factories also pose a threat to our air quality.  In Texas, a child went into
respiratory arrest and had to be rushed to the hospital due to airborne manure from a
giant cattle operation.  In Minnesota, pre-schoolers were sickened when the odor
from a hog waste lagoon brought high levels of hydrogen sulfide into their classroom.

Fish and wildlife also suffer from manure spills.  Last summer, toxic algae called
Pfiesteria, believed to be linked to manure from giant chicken factories, polluted the
waters of the Chesapeake Bay, killing thousands of fish, and sickening more than a
dozen people.  The Mississippi River bears the brunt of the pollution from Midwest
livestock operations, and the pollutants that flow down the river to the Gulf of
Mexico have contributed to a dead zone the size of New Jersey. The threat from
CAFOs is not limited to places other than Blaine County.  Concerns have been raised
that it is concentrated animal operations in Carey that has caused high levels of
nitrates and contaminated residents' wells and the ground water.  Will other CAFOs
relocate here?

Effective July 1, 2003 the State of Idaho required Counties to enact regulations on
CAFOs.  Dutifully, Blaine County's staff planners prepared a proposed ordinance
meeting the minimum dictates of the State statute and submitted a document for
debate.  However, the statute doesn't really say how CAFOs can be regulated, directed
elsewhere, or made to be responsible to clean up their mess.

Citizens for Smart Growth submitted com-
ments and suggestions to the Board of
County Commissioners in an effort to
guide them in deliberating the appropriate
course of action.  We provided the
Commission with a model regulatory sys-
tem complete with example moratorium
language, Required Elements For Animal
Waste Management Plans, Land
Application Limits for Animal Waste, Air
Emissions and Odor Control, Setback
Requirements, Water Quality Protection
Methods, Inspection and Monitoring
Requirements, Closure and Financial
Assurance Instruments and Operator Training.  We are confident the Commission
will pass a much more comprehensive and appropriate ordinance in light of the infor-
mation provided by Citizens for Smart Growth.

These factory-like facilities are a growing public

health threat all across the nation and are polluting

America's water and air.

The developers have now vowed to donate conservation easements to public use on the
majority of the golf course property.  The future of public access, open space, and wildlife
habitat on this property appears bright.  In addition to assuring permanent public access
to the area, Citizens for Smart Growth is now focusing our effort on the details and prac-
tical feasibility of a series of trail easements through the Warm Springs property to the
Bald Mountain Trail system.  The current vision includes a connector from Warm Springs 

continued next page 

warm spr ings gol f  course -  cont inued f rom page 1


